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I use my phone's cameras more than almost any other feature — and judging by how much of a priority has been placed on cameras lately, I'm not the only one. As the saying goes, the best camera is the one you have with you, and most people these days wouldn't dare leave home without their phone in their pocket. It's easier than you might think to
shoot breathtaking video with your phone, and you likely don't need to buy any additional accessories to get started.Phones featured in this guideVideo powerhouse: LG V60 ThinQ (opens in new tab) ($900 at Best Buy)CinemaWide: Sony Xperia 1 (opens in new tab) ($1200 at Amazon)Check your settingsSource: Andrew Martonik / Android Central
(Image credit: Source: Andrew Martonik / Android Central)No matter what phone you use, the first thing you should do before hitting the Record button is jump into your camera settings and make sure things are to your liking. Check that you're shooting in 4K (or 8K, if you're able and willing); even if you plan on exporting your final video in 1080p,
the added resolution gives you plenty of wiggle room to crop in and reframe your shots in post without losing sharpness.You should also be on the lookout for options like HEVC and HDR10+. The former is a relatively new video codec that uses highly efficient compression algorithms to produce significantly smaller video files while retaining as much
image quality as possible. HDR10+ (or any HDR standard, for that matter) expands your camera's dynamic range capabilities, allowing you to capture more detail in both the shadows and highlights of each shot, meaning you don't need to worry so much about over- or under-exposing your footage.Stabilization is yet another setting to check for. Most
high-end phones offer a combination of optical and electronic image stabilization, which work together to produce smooth, almost gimbal-like footage, even when you're shooting handheld. Enabling EIS is a great way to remove any micro-jitters that might not be visible until you review your footage on a larger screen, but bear in mind that it can
sometimes limit your recording resolution, since EIS works by cropping and reframing your video footage.Not every phone offers manual camera controls, and even fewer carry that luxury over to video, but it's an incredibly powerful tool to have at your disposal. Phones that specialize in video, like the LG V60 and Sony Xperia 1, go beyond the normal
point-and-shoot interface and give you access to settings like manual focus, white balance, exposure, and shutter speed.I'm generally a manual-everything kind of guy when I'm shooting with my dedicated mirrorless camera, but at the very least, you can make huge improvements to your phone's video output by taking advantage of manual focus and
exposure. This will prevent your phone from pulsing in and out of focus as it searches for a subject, and ensures that moving from a bright environment to a dark one or vice-versa won't send your camera into a panic. In the V60's case, switching to manual focus automatically enables focus peaking, which highlights the areas in focus to make your life



easier.These video-centric phones even allow you to go a step further and shoot in LOG, a flatter and more flexible image profile that allows for intense color grades in post. Both the V60 and the Xperia 1 also support LUTSs, or lookup tables, allowing you to quickly apply different stylized looks to your footage, even as you're shooting. Your standard
camera sensor in a phone still isn't large enough to stack up against the sensor in a dedicated camera, particularly in areas like depth and low light performance, but this is really where your phone can start to feel like a pocketable cinema camera.Use additional accessoriesSource: Hayato Huseman / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Hayato
Huseman / Android Central)If your video needs go beyond the capabilities of your phone, it may be time to enlist some optional add-ons. Of course, if you're after stable video, the most obvious solution is to mount your phone onto a tripod or gimbal. The DJI Osmo Mobile 3 (opens in new tab) is a popular stabilizer that works with virtually any phone,
and has some built-in tricks like Dolly Zoom and Hyperlapse that do far more than just remove hand jitters. There's also a bevy of tripods that feature phone clamps; I've been fairly happy with the Joby Handypod Mobile (opens in new tab), which doubles as a grip to go handheld with your phone.Additionally, if your phone is lacking in a particular
optical range, you might also want to expand the versatility of your camera(s) by adding interchangeable lenses. I love pairing the Pixel 4 with Moment's 18mm Wide Lens (opens in new tab), which allows me to achieve the ultra-wide look I wish Google would've included in the first place, while maintaining the pristine image quality of the Pixel's
primary sensor.Additional EquipmentD]JI Osmo Mobile 3 (Image credit: DJI)DJI Osmo Mobile 3 (opens in new tab) ($119 at Amazon)The Osmo Mobile 3 is a compact gimbal that lets you shoot cinematic, smooth video with virtually any phone. It folds up for portability, recharges over USB-C, and offers various preset actions like Slow Motion and
Timelapse.Moment Wide 18mm Lens (Image credit: Moment)Moment 18mm Wide Lens (opens in new tab) ($100 at Amazon)Moment's 18mm lens attaches to any supported phone with a Moment case, and features aspheric glass that ensures pristine image quality. You can combine it with your phone's existing lenses to achieve unique perspectives.
Open Google Photos on your Android device. Locate the video you want to edit and select it.As the video plays, tap the screen outside the video and select the Edit icon to bring up two handles on the video.Drag the editing handles on the video to adjust its length. Tap Save Copy. Both the original and the shortened video are saved. This article
explains how to crop or trim videos using Google Photos. It also includes information on using YouCut to cut or slice videos and Kinemaster or Adobe Premiere Rush for a multi-layer video masterpiece. This information applies to stock Android phones and Samsung phones. The Google Photos app on Android includes the ability to cut or trim videos
you record with your camera app. If you don't already have the Google Photos app on your device, install it from the Google Play Store. These steps walk you through how to trim video with the Google Photos app on Android. Open the Google Photos app on your Android device and locate the video you want to edit. The video you want to edit must be
stored on your Android device. Tap the video you want to edit to open it. The video plays on your device. Tap the screen outside of the video to display the editing options. Tap the Edit icon, the three-horizontal lines with a vertical mark through each (in the lower center portion of the screen), to access the Edit options. The video displays with two
white Edit handles, one on the left and one on the right. Tap and hold either Edit handle, then drag the handle to adjust the length of the video. Repeat this step with the other Edit handle, if desired. Tap Save copy in the upper-right corner to save the video. Your original video and your trimmed video are saved in Google Photos. If you want to trim or
crop a video on a Samsung device, the built-in controls in the Gallery provide access to the basics. Much like the controls for Google Photos, you can crop and trim videos. You also have options to adjust the resolution of the video, change the aspect ratio, and add filters and other artistic touches. On your Samsung device, navigate to and open the
video you want to edit. Tap the pencil icon in the lower-left corner. Tap and drag from either end of the video frame line near the bottom of the screen to crop the video. If you don't want to make additional changes, tap Save in the upper-right corner to save a copy of the cropped video. The original video remains on your device, with no changes. If
desired, tap an icon on the Editing toolbar to: Add a filter.Apply Beauty Mode.Add Closed Captioning.Add stickers and emoji.Make creative changes to coloring and temperature.Adjust the play speed of the video.Add music to the video. You can also tap Resolution at the top of the screen to change the video resolution and reduce the file size for the
video. Even if your Android device lacks the Google Photos app, the built-in video camera app may offer a similar set of basic video editing capabilities. Nearly all basic editors work as described above. Select a video, tap an Edit option, slide from the end to trim, then save the video. The following three apps provide additional video editing
capabilities. Each requires a one-time fee or subscription if you want to edit without ads or limited capabilities. YouCut Video Editor & Video Maker, No Watermark includes trim, cut, and split features, among other options. Trim: Lets you adjust the start and finish frames within a video, much as you can within Google Photos.Cut: Allows you to select
sections at the beginning and end of your video and omit (or cut) a section in the middle of the video.Split: Divides a video into two parts at any point in the video you choose. YouCut is free, although you'll need to view an ad each time you save an edited video. A one-time purchase of $9.99 or a subscription of $3.99 per year removes ads and gives
you full access to features. If you prefer more full-featured editing capabilities on an Android device, consider Kinemaste Video Editor (for iOS or Android) or Adobe Premiere Rush Video Editor (for iOS, Android, Windows, or macOS). Kinemaster allows basic edits and adds features such as multiple video layers, sound editing features, and access to
various assets (for example, music, graphics, fonts, and more). The subscription ($5.49 per month or $32.99 per year) removes the watermark and unlocks access to tools and assets. Adobe Premiere Rush supports drag-and-drop multi-layer editing, with access to templates, fonts, motion graphics, and more. Your work syncs across systems, so you can
switch devices and continue your work. Adobe offers a variety of plans, including a free starter plan (limited to three exports), a single app subscription ($9.99 per month), or an All Apps Creative Cloud subscription ($52.99 per month). In most cases, Google Photos works well when you want to trim a video. YouCut is worth the money when you want
a simple way to make complex edits. Turn to Kinemaster or Adobe Premier Rush when you need pro-level features. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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