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Instead,	there	was	a	rise	in	secular	plays.	The	Chorus	tells	us	that	the	play	is	not	about	epic	battles	or	the	fate	of	men	and	women	of	power,	but	will	focus	on	the	fate	of	a	scholar	from	a	humble	background.	The	earliest	pattern	of	imagery	to	emerge	in	the	play	is	that	of	flight	and	falling,	which	is	related	to	Faustus'	aspiration	and	overweening	pride.
Latin	was	at	that	time	the	universal	language	of	scholarship	and	learning,	and	would	be	familiar	to	all	well-educated	people.	He	died	in	prison	while	awaiting	trial.	They	had	seven	children,	but	only	one	survived	–	a	daughter,	Mary.	The	two	angels	seem	to	present	a	dualistic	view	of	the	universe.	Do	not	adopt	the	first	possible	approach	-	be	willing	to
dispute	the	terms	of	the	question	if	you	are	given	the	opportunity.	confounds	hell	in	Elysium	Conflates	or	places	Hell	in	Elysium,	the	ancient	Greek	version	of	the	afterlife,	a	paradisiacal	place.	The	worldwide	community	of	Christian	believers.The	beliefs,	doctrines	and	practices	of	Christians.1.	Sometimes	used	to	denote	all	Christians	2.	An	early
nineteenth	century	open	sided	carriage	with	large	wheels.Both	the	sun	and	its	god.	Doctor	Faustus	e-book	-	Read	the	play	and	research	the	text,	all	for	free	and	online.	Do	you	think	your	answer	would	be	different	for	an	audience	of	Marlowe's	day?	See	Angels.	Can	he	really	give	orders	to	or	control	Mephastophilis?	canvass	every	quiddity	Explore
every	detail.	Adventurous	new	ideas	could	spread	rapidly,	including	material	criticising	institutions	such	as	the	Church.	What	does	this	scene	tell	us	about	the	ways	in	which	Marlowe	uses	the	comic	episodes	in	Doctor	Faustus?	It	is	the	measured	basis	of	rhythm.Unrhymed	verse,	in	lines	of	ten	syllables	with	an	underlying	stressed	/	unstressed
rhythm.Roman	god	of	war.	In	the	Renaissance	a	student	of	language,	literature,	and	material	culture	of	Rome,	and	Greece.	This	gave	the	priests	considerable	control	over	the	beliefs	of	the	uneducated	people	who	could	not	read	the	texts	or	interpret	them	for	themselves.	They	are	responsible	for	electing	a	new	Pope,	and	they	meet	regularly	with	him
in	council.	In	Christian	thought,	the	journey	of	the	believer	through	this	world	towards	heaven.Cathedral	city	in	Kent	in	S	E	England,	which	is	the	seat	of	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	the	operational	head	of	the	Church	of	England.To	exclude	a	Christian	from	participation	in	the	life,	sacraments	and	ministry	of	the	Church.Christians	whose	faith	and
practice	stems	from	the	Reformation	movement	in	the	sixteenth	century	which	resulted	in	new	churches	being	created	as	an	alternative	to	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.Opposed	to	the	power	and	influence	of	the	clergy	or	the	Church,	especially	in	the	realm	of	politics	and	public	life.Against	the	position	and/or	authority	of	the	Pope;	sometimes	used	as
analogous	to	anti	Catholic.Word	used	in	the	Authorised	Version	of	the	Bible	for	punishment	or	destruction,	referring	to	the	fate	of	those	who	are	found	on	the	Day	of	Judgement	to	have	rejected	Jesus	Christ	(Revelation	20:12-15).The	showing	of	pity	and	compassion;	in	particular,	the	grace	and	forgiveness	offered	by	God	to	sinful	humans	if	they	repent
of	their	wrong-doings.Undeserved	favour.	Term	for	a	worshipping	community	of	Christians.	In	a	long	monologue,	Dr	Faustus	expresses	his	frustration	because	his	academic	studies	seem	dry	and	pointless.	Page	13	Doctor	Faustus	Contents	The	context	of	Doctor	FaustusDoctor	Faustus	-	Synopses	and	commentaryStructure	of	Doctor
FaustusCharacterisation	in	Doctor	FaustusThe	themes	of	Doctor	FaustusImagery	and	symbolism	in	Doctor	FaustusCritical	approaches	to	Doctor	FaustusDoctor	Faustus:	approaching	essays	and	examsDoctor	Faustus	resourcesBooklistOther	resourcesWorksheet	downloads	More	on	Lucifer	and	Satan:	Marlowe's	audience	would	have	been	familiar	with
ideas	about	the	Devil	which	had	been	formed	through	Bible	teaching.	(Greek	name,	Ares.)Goddesses	who	were	believed	to	give	inspiration	to	all	types	of	creative	artists.A	major	poem	or	fiction	depicting	events	of	significance	in	the	history	of	a	civilisation.The	image	of	God	on	his	throne	in	heaven	surrounded	by	his	angels	and	ministers	to	whom	he
makes	announcements	and	where	he	may	be	petitioned.Related	to	rhetoric;	eloquently-expressed,	designed	to	persuade.1.	Term	for	a	worshipping	community	of	Christians.	then	read	no	more	…	wit	This	is	an	example	of	Faustus'	pride	and	conceit	in	his	own	intelligence.		More	on	pride:	Pride	was	seen	as	the	core	sin	–	the	sin	that	caused	Lucifer	to
rebel	against	God	and	the	one	that	prompted	Adam	and	Eve	to	go	their	own	way	in	disobeying	God.	anagrammatized	With	the	letters	rearranged	to	form	other	words.	continent	to	Continuous	with.	the	pomp	of	proud	audacious	deeds	The	Chorus	is	anxious	to	distinguish	this	play	from	those	that	deal	with	war,	politics	or	daring	achievements.	A	non-
conformist	place	of	worship.A	raised	stucture	on	which	religious	ceremonies	are	performed.The	quality	or	actions	of	the	religious	life	of	a	person;	the	practical	expression	of	their	spirituality.	Instructions	said	to	have	been	given	to	Moses	by	God	on	Mount	Sinai,	which	have	not	only	shaped	Jewish	and	Christian	belief	and	practice	but	also	strongly
influenced	the	legal	systems	of	many	countries.The	name	given	to	the	man	believed	by	Christians	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	Also	known	as	the	Elysian	Fields.	Page	6	Between	the	thirteenth	and	sixteenth	centuries	there	was	a	changing	attitude	to	religion,	part	of	a	movement	now	known	as	the	Renaissance	(meaning	re-birth).	The	frequent	use	of	‘me	…	my
…	mine	…	I'	emphasise	his	pride	and	egotism.	They	are	also	among	the	rules	of	the	Franciscan	order.	The	Renaissance	also	brought	an	explosion	of	interest	in	the	human	form,	derived	from	an	admiration	for	rediscovered	Greek	and	Roman	statues.	Till	swoll'n	with	cunning	…	his	chiefest	bliss	The	language	changes	here	to	reflect	the	changes	in
Faustus.	So	he	will	spare	…	thy	master's	mind	This	is	the	basis	on	which	Faustus	offers	to	make	his	pact	with	Lucifer.	Want	more	essay	and	exam	tips?	Gehenna	Originally	a	place	of	sacrifice	near	Jerusalem,	but	also	used	to	describe	a	place	where	people	are	tormented	and,	thus,	as	a	name	for	Hell.	The	story	was	often	interpreted	as	a	warning	about
individual	aspiration,	involving	in	particular	a	defiance	of	the	limits	placed	on	humanity's	knowledge	and	physical	capacities.	This	meant	that	figures	and	buildings	looked	less	‘flat'	and	appeared	to	be	occupying	real	space.Renaissance	is	literally	're-birth'.	I	am	a	servant	…	must	we	perform	This	mirrors	the	function	and	position	of	angels,	who	are	at
God's	command.	Other	positive	words,	such	as	‘profits'	and	‘fruitful',	support	this	sense	of	the	value	of	Faustus'	work.	These	repetitions	prepare	for	the	next	section	of	the	speech,	beginning	‘Only	this'.	Biblical	authority	Henry	began	to	develop	religious	scruples.	Its	name	comes	from	the	new	covenant	or	relationship	with	God.A	man	belonging	to	a
Christian	religious	group	who,	instead	of	living	within	an	enclosed	religious	house,	travelled	round	teaching	the	Christian	faith,	and	sustaining	himself	by	begging	for	charity.The	supreme	governor	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	who	has	his	headquarters	in	Rome,	in	Vatican	City.	aspiring	pride	and	insolence	This	is	a	good	description	of	Faustus'	own
aspirations,	but	yet	again	the	irony	is	lost	on	him.	See	Philippians	2:3	On	kai	me	on	(Ancient	Greek)	‘Being	and	not	being'.	They	were	married	in	1501	when	she	was	sixteen	and	he	was	fifteen.	More	on	Lucifer	and	Satan?	‘Falling'	is	the	result.	The	rebirth	referred	to	is	the	rediscovery	of	classical	literature	(ancient	Greek	and	Latin),	philosophy	and
architecture.	It	was	marked	by	discord,	violence	and	change,	particularly	affecting	the	monarchy	and	the	practice	of	the	Christian	religion	in	England.	will	you	teach	me	this	conjuring	occupation?	Mass	Short	for	‘by	the	Mass',	a	mild	oath.	He	later	headed	the	Lord	Chamberlain's	Men	with	whom	Marlowe's	contemporary,	Shakespeare,	wrote	and
acted.	goings	out	Outgoings,	but	also	with	a	reference	to	the	holes	in	his	clothing.	Mephastophilis	leaves,	promising	to	return	with	an	answer	from	his	master.	These	paintings	also	enabled	artists	to	explore	a	wider	range	of	subject-matter,	since	myths	often	function	as	a	means	of	dramatising	and	interpreting	human	behaviour.	See	Hell.It	also	reveals
that	Mephastophilis	is	a	being	capable	of	feeling,	pain,	loss	and	regret.	The	Bible	in	English	The	translation	of	the	Bible	into	English	by	John	Wycliffe	(1330-84)	was	seen	as	a	threat	to	the	authority	of	the	Catholic	Church,	whose	Bibles,	prayer	books	and	services	were	all	in	Latin.	Previously,	virtually	all	visual	art	in	Western	Europe	had	been	religious,
drawing	its	material	from	the	Bible	and	from	various	versions	of	the	lives	of	the	saints.	search	all	corners	of	the	new-found	world	At	this	time,	there	were	frequent	voyages	from	Western	Europe	to	explore	and	conquer	lands	that	were	previously	unknown	to	Europeans.	Aristotle	The	ideas	of	the	Greek	philosopher	Aristotle	(384-322	BCE)	shaped	much
of	the	art	and	philosophy	of	early	modern	Europe.	The	term	describes	the	movement,	especially	in	the	15th	and	16th	centuries	originating	from	Italy,	where	new	areas	of	art,	poetry,	scholarship	and	architecture	emerged.Belonging	to	the	Middle	Ages.Originally,	the	art	of	using	language	orally	to	persuade,	and	the	formulation	of	various
devices.Disobedience	to	the	known	will	of	God.	In	particular,	a	greater	sophistication	in	perspective	gave	paintings	a	greater	sense	of	the	three-dimensional.	Page	5	At	about	the	time	Henry	was	despairing	of	Katherine	producing	a	male	heir,	he	was	strongly	attracted	to	one	of	her	ladies-in-waiting,	Anne	Boleyn.	Musaeus	A	legendary	Greek	poet	who,
when	he	dies	and	reaches	the	afterlife,	is	surrounded	by	admirers,	as	described	in	the	Aeneid	by	Virgil.	The	particular	measurement	in	a	line	of	poetry,	determined	by	the	pattern	of	stressed	and	unstressed	syllables	(in	some	languages,	the	pattern	of	long	and	short	syllables).	Indeed,	the	play	seems	to	exemplify	a	rather	Catholic	sense	of	the
implacability	of	God's	punishment.	Almain	rutters	German	mounted	soldiers.	They	rejected	the	ownership	of	property	and	committed	themselves	to	carrying	the	spiritual	life	out	to	lay	people	in	the	everyday	world.A	man	belonging	to	a	Christian	religious	group	who,	instead	of	living	within	an	enclosed	religious	house,	travelled	round	teaching	the
Christian	faith,	and	sustaining	himself	by	begging	for	charity.The	collective	term	for	priests	and	ministers	of	the	church	(as	opposed	to	the	non-ordained	laity).Belonging	to	the	Middle	Ages.Renaissance	is	literally	're-birth'.	Burbage	was	a	carpenter	by	trade	as	well	as	an	actor	and	decided	to	build	the	first	permanent	theatre	in	England.	Or	the	ocean
to	overwhelm	the	world	Again,	Faustus	wishes	to	do	what	God	has	done	before,	by	recreating	the	Flood	as	described	in	Genesis	7:1-4,	11-12,	17,24.	This	affected	many	areas	of	life,	from	art	to	exploration.	the	public	schools	This	probably	means	the	universities,	where	clothing	the	students	in	bright	silk	would	break	the	convention	for	serious,	sober
clothing.	More	on	a	dualistic	view	of	the	universe:	The	presence	of	the	two	evenly-matched	angels:	Establishes	the	idea	that	Faustus	takes	part	in	a	larger	perpetual	struggle	between	good	and	evil	Reflects	the	battle	going	on	within	each	person,	described	in	Romans	7:19-21	Dramatises	the	competition	between	the	angels	to	win	Faustus'	soul;	this
mirrors	the	events	described	in	the	Bible	account	of	the	life	of	Job.	Faustus	dismisses	both	this	and	the	preceding	phrase	as	dealing	with	petty	matters	beneath	his	attention.	Lapland	giants	This	is	probably	derived	from	an	apocryphal	traveller's	tale	about	the	inhabitants	of	a	country	that	at	that	time	had	received	very	few	visitors.	In	the	Gospels	and
Acts	they	are	portrayed	as	inhabiting	or	oppressing	individuals.The	devil;	the	term	'Satan'	actually	means	'Enemy'	and	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	force	of	evil	in	the	world.Name	used	as	a	synonym	for	the	Devil	or	Satan.Also	known	as	Satan	or	Lucifer,	the	Bible	depicts	him	as	the	chief	of	the	fallen	angels	and	demons,	the	arch	enemy	of	God	who
mounts	a	significant,	but	ultimately	futile,	challenge	to	God's	authority.The	spirit	which	gives	life	to	a	human	being;	the	part	which	lives	on	after	death;	a	person's	inner	being	(personality,	intellect,	emotions	and	will)	which	distinguishes	them	from	animals.A	figure	of	speech	where	a	non-person,	for	example	an	animal,	the	weather,	or	some	inanimate
object,	is	described	as	if	it	were	a	person,	being	given	human	qualities.Anglicised	version	of	the	Old	Testament	abbreviation	YHWH,	a	name	used	for	God,	now	usually	translated	'Lord'.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-
125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.Used	in	the	New	Testament	of	Satan	or	the	prince	of	demons.Jesus	describes	hell	as	the	place	where	Satan	and	his	demons	reside	and	the	realm	where	unrepentant	souls	will	go	after	the	Last	Judgement.The	name	of	a	valley	outside	Jerusalem	associated	with	pagan
child	sacrifice,	and	therefore	designated	as	hell	(or	the	place	of	the	wicked)	in	Judaism.1.	Instrument	of	execution	used	in	the	Roman	Empire.	More	on	Protestant	views?	In	the	B-text	of	the	play,	Württemberg	is	referred	to	as	Wittenberg,	which	had	a	famous	university.	Hand-written	manuscripts	were	so	precious	that	few	people,	even	the	wealthy,
owned	any	and	books	kept	in	churches	or	the	libraries	of	the	two	universities	in	England	(Oxford	and	Cambridge)	were	chained	to	prevent	theft	Once	material	was	easier	to	reproduce	by	printing,	scholars	could	much	more	easily	disseminate	information.	Had	I	as	many	souls	Faustus	moves	from	describing	himself	in	the	third	person	to	using	the	first
person.	welkin	Sky.	Used	in	Christian	thought	to	mean	belonging	to	the	world	as	distinguished	from	the	church	and	religion.	The	Roman	Catholic	Church.The	supreme	governor	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	who	has	his	headquarters	in	Rome,	in	Vatican	City.	Jove	Jehovah,	or	God	the	Father.	This	reflects	the	shift	from	his	semi-formal	laying	out	of	the
terms	of	the	pact,	to	a	reflection	on	the	powers	he	hopes	to	acquire.	Roda	is	the	modern	Stadtroda,	near	Weimar.	1.	Printing:	an	information	explosion	The	spread	of	new	knowledge	was	hugely	accelerated	by	the	invention	of	printing	in	Germany	in	the	mid-fifteenth	century	(about	1450).	When	all	is	done	…	necromantic	books	are	heavenly	This
section	of	Faustus'	long	soliloquy	presents	a	tendentious	argument	to	justify	turning	away	from	the	Bible	and	towards	necromancy.	They	are	responsible	for	electing	a	new	Pope,	and	they	meet	regularly	with	him	in	council.In	the	Bible,	salvation	is	seen	as	God's	commitment	to	save	or	rescue	his	people	from	sin	(and	other	dangers)	and	to	establish	his
kingdom.Each	culture	and	belief-system	has	its	own	set	of	explanations	and	stories	which	deal	with	the	creation	of	the	world;	the	way	the	universe	is	upheld;	the	way	God,	or	the	gods,	deal	with	humans;	and	how	the	particular	culture	or	belief	was	founded.	Prior	to	this,	information,	including	such	lengthy	works	as	the	Bible,	had	to	be	copied	out	by
hand.	They	rejected	the	ownership	of	property	and	committed	themselves	to	carrying	the	spiritual	life	out	to	lay	people	in	the	everyday	world.A	religious	order	is	a	group	of	men	or	of	women	who	have	taken	vows	to	live	a	religious	life	in	a	certain	way,	usually	by	living,	worshipping	and	working	together.Deviation	from	the	teachings	of	a	particular
religious	group.Systematic	process	of	dealing	with	heresy	(deliberate	denial	of	the	accepted	belief	of	the	Catholic	church)	which	came	into	being	in	the	thirteenth	century.A	person	who	denies	or	disbelieves	the	existence	of	God.A	'testament'	is	a	covenant	or	binding	agreement	and	is	a	term	used	in	the	Bible	of	God's	relationship	with	his	people).	The
fates	of	Bacon	and	d'Abano	ought	to	be	a	warning	to	Faustus,	but	it	is	one	that	he	ignores.	Leviticus	20:21,	with	which	Henry	became	increasingly	obsessed,	says:	‘If	a	man	shall	take	his	brother's	wife,	it	is	an	unclean	thing:	he	hath	uncovered	his	brother's	nakedness:	they	shall	be	childless.'	AV	When	a	comment	is	made	questioning	the	family	of
Emperor	Charles	V	in	Doctor	Faustus,	it	may	well	be	alluding	to	Charles'	aunt,	Katherine	of	Aragon,	about	whom	this	question	of	incest	was	raised.	Faustus	enjoys	his	fantasies	of	the	power	he	will	enjoy	as	a	magician.	In	this	sense,	the	story	is	clearly	relevant	to	Faustus'	daring	and	dangerous	search	for	knowledge.	According	to	Christian	theology
human	beings	have	displayed	a	pre-disposition	to	sin	since	the	Fall	of	Humankind.In	the	hierarchical	structure	of	the	Roman	Catholic	church,	Cardinals	represent	the	layer	between	Archbishops	and	the	Pope.	guilders	…	gridirons	…	French	crowns	Robin	is	suspicious	of	the	coins	he	is	being	offered	because	they	might	be	fakes	(‘counters').	Doctor
Faustus	Timeline	-	Helpfully	puts	history,	literary	events	and	Marlowe's	life	side	by	side	so	you	can	make	sense	of	events.	Investigating	Chorus	1	In	what	ways	does	this	Prologue	prepare	the	audience	for	the	next	scene?	Henry	VIII	becomes	king	In	1509,	Henry	VII	died	and	his	son,	Henry	VIII,	came	to	the	throne.	Figures	…	erring	stars	Charts
showing	the	planets,	the	signs	of	the	zodiac	and	the	major	stars.	Sometimes	known	as	Paradise.In	the	Bible,	salvation	is	seen	as	God's	commitment	to	save	or	rescue	his	people	from	sin	(and	other	dangers)	and	to	establish	his	kingdom.The	spirit	which	gives	life	to	a	human	being;	the	part	which	lives	on	after	death;	a	person's	inner	being	(personality,
intellect,	emotions	and	will)	which	distinguishes	them	from	animals.This	is	an	example	of	apocalyptic	literature,	full	of	colourful	imagery	and	symbolism.	The	chorus	claims	that	Hannibal	was	favoured	by	Mars,	the	god	of	war.	The	'protagonist'	in	Greek	drama	meant	the	chief	contender,	or	main	actor.an	extended	speech	by	one	characterSupernatural
beings	closely	linked	with	the	work	of	God;	his	messengers,	traditionally	portrayed	as	having	a	winged	human	form.The	supposed	practice	of	communicating	with	the	dead,	through	an	apparition	or	raising	a	dead	body,	with	the	intention	of	predicting	the	future.The	language	of	the	ancient	Romans	which	gradually	became	the	language	of	the	part	of
the	Christian	Church	which	owed	allegiance	to	Rome.Together	with	Plato,	he	was	the	leading	Greek	philosopher,	whose	works	on	literature	and	science	have	had	an	enormous	influence	on	Western	cultureRenaissance	is	literally	're-birth'.	For	example:	The	Good	Angel	says	that	the	pursuit	of	magic	puts	Faustus'	soul	in	danger,	but	the	Evil	Angel
points	out	that	it	will	bring	him	great	power	The	Scriptures	(Bible)	are	contrasted	with	the	resources	of	Nature	There	is	a	reference	to	the	Christian	God	and	the	chief	god	of	classical	mythology,	Jove.	3.	Negotiations	then	took	place	to	enable	Henry	VII's	second	son,	Prince	Henry,	to	marry	Katherine	instead,	since	the	alliance	between	Spain	and
England	was	seen	as	politically	desirable.	That	follows	not	…	force	of	argument	This	shows	how	Wagner	is	using,	in	a	semi-comic,	manner	the	language	of	philosophical	discussion	(or	‘disputation',	as	it	was	often	called)	and	pretending	to	have	the	power	of	life	and	death	(‘hanged	at	the	next	sessions')	over	the	Scholars.	Mephastophilis'	appearance	is
incidental	to	Faustus'	spells.	devilish	exercise	…	learning's	golden	gifts	…	cursed	necromancy	…	Nothing	so	sweet	as	magic	The	final	part	of	the	Prologue	deals	in	contrasts	between	‘chiefest	bliss'	and	‘magic';	‘learning'	and	‘necromancy';	‘theology'	and	‘devilish	exercise'.	Investigating	scene	2	How	is	the	audience	likely	to	react	to	this	scene	given	the
content	and	tone	of	Scene	1?	In	1572,	Parliament	passed	an	act	which	imposed	severe	penalties	on	vagabonds:	touring	actors	came	into	this	category	unless	they	were	in	the	service	of	an	aristocratic	master.	Evil	angels,	usually	described	as	demons	or	devils,	are	those	who	followed	Satan	in	his	rebellion	against	God	and	now	serve	his	purposes.
engines	Machines	fiery	keel	at	Antwerp's	bridge	Another	near-contemporary	reference:	a	burning	ship	was	used	by	Dutch	troops	to	break	the	Duke	of	Parma's	siege	of	Antwerp	in	1585.	His	interest	in	the	emerging	sciences	led	to	his	being	suspected	of	heresy	and	necromancy,	for	which	he	spent	some	time	in	confinement.	They	disapproved	of
theatres	both	morally	and	politically:	Morally,	because	some	people	felt	that	the	very	act	of	dressing	up	and	pretending	to	be	someone	else	was	a	provocation	to	immoral	behaviour	Politically,	because	any	unsupervised	gathering	of	a	large	number	of	people	represented	a	threat	of	moral	disorder.	An	ironic	style	is	when	the	writer	makes	fun	of	naive	or
self-deceived	characters.In	many	religions,	the	place	where	God	dwells,	and	to	which	believers	aspire	after	their	death.	Therefore,	the	context	for	Faustus'	desires	is	a	world	that	seemed	to	be	full	of	new	discoveries.	At	the	time	of	the	play's	first	performance,	he	was	indeed	old	(probably	just	over	60)	by	the	standards	of	the	late	sixteenth	century.	‘Why
don't	you	return	in	the	form	of	a	friar,	Mephastophilis?'	her	sphere	At	that	time,	the	planets	were	believed	to	move	around	the	earth	in	fixed	circles.	The	overall	message	is	that	kingdom	of	God	will	triumph	in	the	battle	against	evil	and	the	book	ends	with	a	beautiful	description	of	the	Heavenly	Jerusalem	as	the	symbol	of	God's	presence	among
humankind	in	a	new	heaven	and	earth.	Since	he	had	asked	for	a	papal	dispensation	to	marry	Katherine,	it	was	difficult	to	ask	for	another	to	divorce	her.	Its	name	comes	from	the	new	covenant	or	relationship	with	God.The	devil;	the	term	'Satan'	actually	means	'Enemy'	and	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	force	of	evil	in	the	world.Meaning	destruction,	a
name	for	one	of	the	archdevils.Used	in	the	New	Testament	of	Satan	or	the	prince	of	demons.Supernatural	beings	closely	linked	with	the	work	of	God;	his	messengers,	traditionally	portrayed	as	having	a	winged	human	form.Name	used	as	a	synonym	for	the	Devil	or	Satan.The	name	given	to	the	man	believed	by	Christians	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	Medicine
cannot	do	enough	to	satisfy	his	desire	for	spectacular	success	in	making	new	discoveries	and	advancing	knowledge.	Here,	one	voice	places	the	play's	action	in	context.	Commentary	on	Chorus	1	fields	of	Thrasimene	The	battlefields	where	the	legendary	African	general	Hannibal	achieved	the	apparently	impossible	feat	of	defeating	the	Roman	army.	In
the	Bible,	the	sacrifice	is	seen	to	take	away	guilt	and	blame.The	city	on	a	hill	(Mt.	Zion)	which	King	David	captured	and	made	the	capital	of	Israel.	There	was	also	a	renewed	interest	in	the	individual	human	subject	and	humanist	ideas,	strengthened	by	the	presence	in	Italy	of	Eastern	scholars	who	fled	to	the	west	after	the	fall	of	Constantinople	(the
modern	Istanbul)	to	the	Turks	in	1453,	bringing	with	them	important	ancient	manuscripts.	There	were	colours	and	personality	types	linked	to	each	element.	old	Philip's	treasury	Philip	II	(1527-1598)	was	King	of	Spain.	An	evil	spiritual	force,	also	known	as	a	devil,	which	opposes	God	and	seeks	to	separate	human	beings	from	him.	Its	name	comes	from
the	new	covenant	or	relationship	with	God.A	new	quality	of	life,	beginning	in	the	present	but	continuing	after	death,	which	Jesus	is	said	to	offer	to	those	who	believe	in	him.To	admit	wrongdoing.	Today	it	is	still	a	holy	city	for	Jews,	Christians	and	Muslims.Showing	disrespect	towards	God	or	sacred	things.Founded	by	St	Francis	of	Assisi	(d.	According
to	Christian	theology	human	beings	have	displayed	a	pre-disposition	to	sin	since	the	Fall	of	Humankind.Name	used	as	a	synonym	for	the	Devil	or	Satan.The	Bible	describes	God	as	the	unique	supreme	being,	creator	and	ruler	of	the	universe.According	to	the	book	of	Genesis	in	the	Bible	the	first	woman,	said	to	have	been	created	by	God	out	of	Adam's
rib,	to	be	his	companion.Name	originally	given	to	disciples	of	Jesus	by	outsiders	and	gradually	adopted	by	the	Early	Church.The	name	given	to	the	man	believed	by	Christians	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	The	word	conveys	the	extreme	nature	of	blasphemy	in	the	contemporary	mind.	There	is	still	time	for	Faustus,	who	has	not	yet	signed	his	pact	with	Satan,
to	repent.	His	life	is	recorded	most	fully	in	the	Four	Gospels.Disrespect	towards	God	or	sacred	things.Jesus	describes	hell	as	the	place	where	Satan	and	his	demons	reside	and	the	realm	where	unrepentant	souls	will	go	after	the	Last	Judgement.1.	In	Greek	mythology,	the	place	where	the	gods	dwelt.	See	Writers	in	context	>	The	world	of	Shakespeare
and	the	Metaphysical	poets	>	Making	sense	of	the	tangible	world	>	Astronomy	and	astrology.	However,	even	had	the	Pope	wished	to	do	so,	he	was	not	a	free	agent:	The	current	King	of	Spain,	also	known	as	the	Holy	Roman	Emperor,	Charles	V,	had	invaded	Italy	and	was	in	control	of	Rome,	where	Faustus	visits	him	in	Doctor	Faustus	Charles	was	the
nephew	of	Katherine	of	Aragon	and	not	prepared	to	have	her	insulted	by	a	divorce	that	she	did	not	want.	Page	3	Marlowe	was	born	just	after	the	middle	of	the	sixteenth	century,	an	era	which,	in	England,	was	fraught	with	extraordinary	events.	Round	slop	Baggy	trousers	fastened	at	the	knee.	An	evil	spiritual	force,	also	known	as	a	devil,	which
opposes	God	and	seeks	to	separate	human	beings	from	him.	From	the	Chorus'	description,	he	appears	to	do	so	in	a	regal	manner,	with	his	bright	chariot	and	harnessed	dragons.	In	translation,	this	reads:	‘May	the	gods	of	Acheron	please	me!	Farewell	to	the	threefold	power	of	Jehovah!	Hail,	spirits	of	fire,	air	and	water!	Beelzebub,	Prince	of	the	East
and	monarch	of	burning	Hell,	and	Demogorgon	we	ask	you	to	make	Mephastophilis	appear	and	rise!	Why	are	you	delaying?	The	giving	up	of	something	deeply	valued	2.	Since	Lucifer	means	'bearer	(or	bringer)	of	light',	the	name	is	often	used	to	describe	his	splendour	as	the	brightest	of	God's	angels	before	his	fall.	Many	of	these	events	lie	in	the
background	of	the	action	of	Doctor	Faustus.	knaves-acre	The	Clown	makes	a	pun	on	the	word	‘stavesacre'.	A	contemporary	of	William	Shakespeare,	Christopher	Marlowe	(1564	–	1593)	was	an	English	poet	and	dramatist.	corpus	naturale	…	mobile	(Latin)	‘A	natural	body	that	is	able	to	move'	-	the	scholars'	expression	for	the	subject	matter	of	Physics.
His	request	here	would	remind	the	play's	Christian	audience	of	the	comments	in	Ephesians	4:18-19.	This	placed	his	life	in	danger,	but	he	was	protected	by	one	of	the	most	powerful	Princes	of	Germany.	His	elder	son,	Arthur,	was	born	in	1486	and	as	a	child	was	betrothed	to	Katherine	of	Aragon,	daughter	of	the	King	of	Spain.	Christopher	Marlowe's
Doctor	Faustus,	while	being	a	key	part	of	this	tradition,	brings	something	unique	to	the	story	and	is	heavily	influenced	by	Marlowe	himself	and	the	world	he	lived	in.	Whither	should	I	fly?	It	also	shows	that,	at	this	stage,	Faustus'	ambitions	include	political	and	military	power.	Scene	5,	77-78	For	more	on	the	theme	of	descent,	see	Big	ideas	from	the
Bible,	Ascent	and	descent.	Although	the	kings	of	England	were	supreme	rulers	within	the	country	in	all	earthly,	or	temporal,	matters,	the	Pope	had	supreme	power	in	all	western	Christian	states,	over	matters	of	religious	doctrine	and	modes	of	worship.	It	is	Faustus'	waning	faith,	rather	than	the	power	of	his	spells,	that	has	summoned	Mephastophilis.
The	Franciscan	rule	demanded	humility	and	poverty,	but	Faustus'	comment	suggests	that	its	members	behaved	in	a	quite	different	manner.	Faustus	decides	that	only	the	occult	is	worth	studying	and	asks	his	friends	Valdes	and	Cornelius	to	coach	him	in	the	art	of	magic.	In	classical	mythology,	certain	sources	were	identified	and	it	was	believed
specific	gods	spoke	through	the	priests	and	priestesses.	The	reference	to	‘blood-raw'	anticipates	the	pact	that	Faustus	will	conclude	with	Satan	in	the	next	scene.	Knave's	acre	was	also	a	poor	street	in	London.	See	Proverbs	8:13;	Jude	1:6.	out	of	service	Jobless.	In	the	New	Testament	men	whose	interpretation	of	the	stars	led	them	to	Palestine	to	find
and	honour	Jesus	with	gifts	signifying	his	kingship.Execution	by	nailing	or	binding	a	person	to	a	cross.Literally,	rising	to	life	again.	If	the	Clown	were	to	lose	his	soul,	he	would	want	something	very	good	in	return.	Used	to	describe	clergy	such	as	parish	priests	who	live	among	their	parishioners.	the	Prince	of	Parma	Alessandro	Farnese	was	Spanish
Governor	of	the	Netherlands	1578-92:	a	good	example	of	the	play's	contemporary	‘feel'.	More	on	printing:	Printing	had	actually	been	known	in	China	for	centuries,	but	not	in	Europe.	As	Chaucer	introduces	each	new	character,	he	makes	increasingly	scathing	attacks	on	corruption	within	the	Church,	contrasting	the	greed,	pride,	deceit	and	sexual
immorality	of	some	churchmen	with	the	Christian	ideals	and	practices	of	the	poor	Parson.	How	am	I	glutted	with	conceit	of	this?	This	focused	on:	rhetoric	-	being	able	to	express	oneself	well	logic	-	the	ability	to	follow	an	idea,	to	reason	and	to	challenge	arguments	with	a	well	thought-out	series	of	points	and	analogies.	Dive	in	to	the	Doctor	Faustus	text
guide	Synopses	and	commentary	-	Scene	by	scene	synopsis,	commentary	and	analysis	of	the	entire	piece.	The	shoulder	is	a	bony	joint,	not	the	best	for	roasting.	Used	of	marriage	and	laws.Act	of	setting	aside,	disregarding;	a	doing	away	with.	He	quotes	selectively	from	two	of	the	most	challenging	verses	in	the	New	Testament:	The	phrase:	‘The	wages
of	sin	is	death'	TNIV	Romans	6:23	bluntly	explains	that	the	consequence	of	rebellion	against	God	is	the	forfeit	of	eternal	life.	In	certain	circumstances,	his	doctrinal	utterances	are	deemed	infallible.In	the	hierarchical	structure	of	the	Roman	Catholic	church,	Cardinals	represent	the	layer	between	Archbishops	and	the	Pope.	bind	Border	on.	Indian
Moors	…	Spanish	lords	A	reference	to	Spanish	conquests	in	the	New	World	(South	America).	In	the	Gospels	and	Acts	they	are	portrayed	as	inhabiting	or	oppressing	individuals.The	spirit	which	gives	life	to	a	human	being;	the	part	which	lives	on	after	death;	a	person's	inner	being	(personality,	intellect,	emotions	and	will)	which	distinguishes	them	from
animals.The	devil;	the	term	'Satan'	actually	means	'Enemy'	and	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	force	of	evil	in	the	world.Relating	to	irony,	in	which	a	comment	may	mean	the	opposite	of	what	is	actually	said.The	central	religious	service	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	incorporating	praise,	intercession	and	readings	from	scripture.	When	each	place	was
‘discovered',	there	were	fruits	and	plants	unknown	to	Europeans,	riches	such	as	gold	and	products	such	as	tobacco.	Torture	was	an	all-too-common	and	very	public	part	of	Renaissance	life.	See	Religious	/	philosophical	context.	In	the	Gospels	and	Acts	they	are	portrayed	as	inhabiting	or	oppressing	individuals.The	spirit	which	gives	life	to	a	human
being;	the	part	which	lives	on	after	death;	a	person's	inner	being	(personality,	intellect,	emotions	and	will)	which	distinguishes	them	from	animals.The	act	of	tempting	or	something	that	entices	an	individual	to	do	wrong.	Citing	the	book	of	Leviticus	in	the	Old	Testament	of	the	Bible,	he	claimed	that	he	should	never	have	married	his	brother's	widow
and	that	it	was	a	sin	for	which	he	was	being	punished	by	the	lack	of	a	male	heir.	Icarus	was	the	son	of	a	skilled	and	intelligent	man	and	he	died	because	he	was	adventurous.	Franciscan	friar;	/	That	holy	shape	becomes	a	devil	best	Faustus	cheekily	asks	the	devil	to	adopt	a	more	appropriate	human	form.	2.	Big	ideas:	Psalms	Page	9	The	Chorus
introduces	the	play	–	a	tradition	that	stretches	back	to	the	time	of	ancient	Greek	theatre.	In	certain	circumstances,	his	doctrinal	utterances	are	deemed	infallible.1.	Term	for	a	worshipping	community	of	Christians.	The	building	in	which	Christians	traditionally	meet	for	worship.	(Roman	name,	Venus.)Son	of	Aeson,	but	brought	up	by	the	Centaur,
Cheiron;	he	was	the	rightful	heir	to	the	throne	of	Iolcos;	he	was	the	leader	of	the	Argonauts	and	captured	the	Golden	Fleece	with	the	help	of	Medea.The	fleece	of	the	ram	on	which	Phrixus	had	fled	to	Colchis	from	the	clutches	of	his	stepmother	Ino.A	source	of	wisdom.	Someone	who	believes	that	it	is	possible	to	lead	a	good	life	without	dependence	on
religious	beThe	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.The	house	of	a	religious	community.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament
scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.In	the	New	Testament	the	term	is	used	of	all	Christians	but	gradually	came	to	describe	an	especially	holy	person.Generally	a	large	and	magnificent	place
of	Christian	worship	that	houses	the	'cathedra'	(the	bishop's	chair	or	throne).1.	Once	again,	the	reference	is	to	Faustus'	intellectual	aspirations	and	once	more	it	draws	on	allusions	to	Greek	mythology:	Learned	Faustus	To	know	the	secrets	of	astronomy	Graven	in	the	book	of	Jove's	high	firmament,	Did	mount	himself	to	scale	Olympus'	top,	Being
seated	in	a	chariot	burning	bright,	Drawn	by	the	strength	of	yoky	dragons'	necks.	If	unto	God,	he'll	throw	thee	down	to	hell.	Marlowe's	attack	on	papal	laxity	and	self-indulgence	in	Scene	8	of	Doctor	Faustus	is	in	the	spirit	of	Luther's	criticism,	but	there	is	no	evidence	to	suggest	that	Marlowe	shared	Luther's	views.	He	moves	from	‘excelling	all'	in
debates	about	‘heavenly	matters'	to	being	‘swollen	with	cunning'.	Sint	mihi	dei	…	dicatus	Mephastophilis	(Latin)	Faustus	uses	Latin,	the	language	of	philosophy,	theology	and,	in	most	countries,	the	Bible,	to	summon	Mephastophilis.	the	Queen	of	love	Venus,	the	Roman	goddess	of	love;	Aphrodite	in	Greek	mythology.	It	was	assumed	that,	by
commissioning	work	in	this	way,	the	artist's	patrons	would	help	ensure	their	own	salvation.	Luther	returned	to	Germany,	where	he	lectured	at	the	University	of	Wittenberg.	Patrons	of	the	artists,	ranging	from	popes	and	cardinals	to	monarchs	and	other	powerful	people,	were	sometimes	included	in	the	painting.	So,	to	be	the	‘Lord	and	commander'	of
these	elements	would	be	to	acquire	limitless	power.	French	crowns	were	legal	tender	in	England	at	that	time.	1467-1536),	who	had	already	published	an	attack	on	Church	corruption	in	his	book	In	Praise	of	Folly	(1511),	published	a	new	edition	of	the	New	Testament	in	Ancient	Greek.	The	scene	provides	a	break	between	scenes	one	and	three,	which
are	more	intellectually	intense.	Belonging	to	a	great	house,	hospital,	school,	prison	etc.	See	Writers	in	context	>	The	world	of	Shakespeare	and	the	Metaphysical	poets	>	Making	sense	of	the	tangible	world	>	Impact	of	global	exploration.	Characters	in	the	play	-	Detailed	analysis	of	all	the	important	protagonists	in	Marlowe's	Doctor	Faustus.	Thou
canst	command	great	Mephastophilis	Faustus	confuses	calling	Mephastophilis	and	commanding	him.	More	on	Henry	VIII's	early	position	on	the	Catholic	Church:	Ironically,	a	year	later	in	1521,	Henry	VIII,	who,	at	that	point,	still	saw	himself	as	a	faithful	member	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	published	his	book	defending	the	Church	and	its	beliefs	—
see	Social	/	political	context	>	The	grounds	for	divorce.	What	is	your	reaction	to	the	events	of	this	scene?	Themes	and	significant	ideas	-	Research	themes	and	significant	ideas	that	feature	in	Doctor	Faustus.	The	two	angels	make	arguments	that	match	each	other	point	for	point.	Demogorgon	One	of	the	deities	of	Hell.	Chorus	1,	20-22	The	allusion	here
is	to	the	story	of	Icarus,	whose	father	Daedalus	made	for	them	both	wings	fixed	to	their	bodies	by	wax	so	that	they	could	escape	from	the	island	of	Crete.	Seven	years	was	the	usual	length	of	an	apprenticeship.	Theatres	were	also	seen	as	a	breeding-ground	of	contagion	during	years	when	the	Plague	was	prevalent	in	London.	a	pretty	frisking	flea	The
Clown	cheekily	offers	to	be	a	flea	so	that	he	can	fly	up	the	openings	(‘plackets')	of	young	women's	dresses	and	underwear.	the	Delphian	oracle	The	oracle	of	Apollo	at	Delphi	in	Greece.	per	accidens	(Latin)	‘By	accident'.	Page	7	For	some	centuries	there	had	been	criticism	of	the	way	some	supposed	churchmen	behaved.	More	on	explaining	ideas	for	the
audience?	Wagner	speaks	in	a	parody	of	philosophical	argument,	but	what	he	tells	the	scholars	makes	them	anxious	about	Faustus'	new	devotion	to	magic	practices.	More	on	Icarus:	The	fall	of	Icarus	was	and	is	often	used	by	writers	and	artists	to	warn	children	and	young	people	of	the	dangers	of	ignoring	advice	and	being	reckless.	1316)	was	an
Italian	philosopher,	astrologer	and	physician	whose	work	led	to	his	being	brought	before	the	Inquisition	on	charges	of	heresy	and	atheism.	The	means	by	which	Jesus	Christ	was	put	to	death	and	therefore	the	primary	symbol	of	the	Christian	faith,	representing	the	way	in	which	he	is	believed	to	have	won	forgiveness	for	humankind.God	of	the
Underworld	(Roman	name,	Pluto);	a	Greek	word	for	the	world	of	the	dead,	where	they	await	final	judgement.A	god	or	supreme	being1.	Popular	subjects	included	the	Annunciation,	the	Nativity,	the	Madonna	and	Child,	the	visit	of	the	Magi	or	Three	Kings,	the	Crucifixion	and	the	Resurrection.	1226),	the	'Grey	Friars'	reached	England	in	1224	and
spread	rapidly.	The	sale	of	such	documents	had	been	condemned	as	corrupt	for	many	years;	Chaucer's	Pardoner	(a	man	who	sells	pardons	or	indulgences)	is	the	most	unpleasant	of	the	pilgrims	in	The	Canterbury	Tales.	Full	of	obedience	and	humility	Faustus	claims	that	Mephastophilis	possesses	these	virtues,	but	they	were	strongly	associated	with
Christ	(see	Mark	10:45;	2	Corinthians	8:9;	John	4:34).	It	soon	came	to	be	believed	that	these	displayed	a	kind	of	ideal	of	the	body	to	which	artists	turned	with	great	enthusiasm	Two	of	the	leading	artists	of	the	Renaissance,	Leonard	da	Vinci	(1452-1519)	and	Michelangelo	(1475-1564),	studied	anatomy	and	worked	from	live	models,	producing	brilliant
and	detailed	sketches.	Medicine	is	limited	by	human	skill	and	Faustus	has	no	power	over	life	and	death	–	this	is	reserved	for	God	alone.	This	reflects	Marlowe's	own	life	–	he	was	a	gifted	young	man	who	received	his	school	and	university	education	by	gaining	scholarships.	Used	specifically	of	the	Roman	Catholic	church.In	the	Bible,	salvation	is	seen	as
God's	commitment	to	save	or	rescue	his	people	from	sin	(and	other	dangers)	and	to	establish	his	kingdom.1.	A	student	of	human	affairs,	or	of	human	nature.	Gravelled	Amazed	Valdes,	sweet	Valdes	…	that	hath	ravished	me	For	the	benefit	of	Valdes	and	Cornelius,	Faustus	summarises	the	argument	that	has	led	to	his	decision.	In	an	age	of	humanism,
Faustus	is	frustrated	by	the	limits	of	human	understanding	and	capacity	for	action.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that,	in	Doctor	Faustus,	the	gaining	of	knowledge	from	books	is	highly	significant	—	an	activity	which,	a	little	over	a	century	earlier,	would	have	been	almost	impossible.	‘Quiddity'	means	the	essence	of	a	subject.		Investigating	scene	1	What	do
you	think	of	the	way	in	which	Marlowe	chooses	to	open	the	play	and	introduce	its	chief	character?	sessions	Periods	during	which	a	court	of	law	is	sitting.	I	see	there's	virtue	in	my	heavenly	words!	Like	many	of	Faustus'	words	in	the	scene,	these	remarks	are	ironic	and	are	an	inversion	of	Christian	ideas	or	practice.	Fortunately,	the	Earl	of	Leicester,
who	already	had	an	interest	in	a	particular	group	of	actors,	applied	for	an	official	licence	for	them	and	they	became	known	as	Lord	Leicester's	Men.	Resolve	me	of	all	ambiguities	Answer	all	my	questions	desperate	Risky.	Leo	X	(who	became	Pope	in	1513)	hoped	to	rebuild	the	Church	of	St	Peter's	in	Rome	with	the	money	raised	from	these	sales.
argosies	Merchant	ships;	a	contemporary	reference	to	rapidly-expanding	trade.	Page	10	This	brief,	semi-comic	scene	shows	the	reaction	of	those	outside	Faustus'	immediate	circle	to	his	pursuit	of	necromancy,	as	two	unnamed	scholars	question	Faustus'	servant,	Wagner.	As	a	result,	in	1520	Luther	was	excommunicated	by	the	Pope.	Also	given	the
title	Christ,	meaning	'anointed	one'	or	Messiah.	the	Hebrew	Psalter	The	book	of	Psalms	from	the	Old	Testament.	pitchy	Dark	or	black.	his	waxen	wings	An	allusion	to	the	story	of	Icarus,	who	was	imprisoned	with	his	father	Daedalus	in	the	Labyrinth	which	Daedalus	had	designed	for	Minos,	king	of	Crete.	So	If.	Letting	him	live	in	all	voluptuousness
Faustus'	plans	have	already	become	less	about	fame	or	lasting	glory	and	more	about	amusement	and	hedonism.	The	sale	of	indulgences	was	a	means	of	raising	money	for	the	papacy.	These	also	form	the	first	part	of	the	Christian	Bible.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New
Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.Disobedience	to	the	known	will	of	God.	And	I	…	made	all	Europe	honour	him	Faustus	boasts	about	his	achievements	as	a	gifted	scholar.	Establishment	of	Aaronic	priesthood	and	practice	(cult)	of	animal	sacrifice;
detailed	laws	governing	cultic	purity,	food	laws,	various	animal	sacrifices	dealing	with	sin	and	transgression.	A	picture	or	statue	of	the	Virgin	Mary.Eastern	wise	men	and	astrologers	expert	in	interpreting	dreams.	The	story	was	used	to	illustrate	the	dangers	of	pride	and	over-reaching	one's	station	in	life.	Faustus	seems	to	be	willing	to	exchange	his
soul	for	very	little.	More	on	the	power	of	the	Church?Name	originally	given	to	disciples	of	Jesus	by	outsiders	and	gradually	adopted	by	the	Early	Church.1.	All	Christians	worldwide.	Daedalus	built	for	them	both	wings	made	of	feather	and	wax,	but	Icarus	ignored	his	father's	warning	and	flew	too	near	the	sun.	Faustus	is	full	of	excitement	and	self-
admiration	at	the	success	of	his	spell.	‘That's	hard,'	observes	Faustus;	but	he	omits	the	much	more	positive	conclusion	of	the	sentence:	‘but	the	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.'	TNIV	Faustus	then	quotes	from	1	John	1:8:	‘If	we	claim	to	be	without	sin,	we	deceive	ourselves	and	the	truth	is	not	in	us.'	TNIV	Once	again,	however,	he
omits	the	second	part	of	the	message:	‘If	we	confess	our	sins,	[God]	is	faithful	and	just	and	will	forgive	us	our	sins	and	purify	us	from	all	unrighteousness.'	TNIV	By	presenting	the	gospel	in	this	unattractive	and	negative	manner	and	summing	it	up	in	the	Italian	phrase	‘Che	serà,	serà'	(‘What	will	be,	shall	be'),	he	is	able	to	argue	that	the	Christian	life	is
not	for	him.	Big	ideas:	SinA	'testament'	is	a	covenant	or	binding	agreement	and	is	a	term	used	in	the	Bible	of	God's	relationship	with	his	people).	Olympus	and	Phaethon	Nonetheless,	Faustus	continues	with	his	aspirations,	which	are	expressed	in	the	Chorus'	second	appearance	by	another	image	of	flying	or	rising.	Marlowe	spells	this	name	differently
in	the	play	‘the	anointed	cherub',	an	angel,	in	Ezekiel	28:14	Lucifer,	or	meaning	‘Day	Star'	or	‘Morning	Star'	or	‘an	angel	of	light'	(See	2	Corinthians	11:14)	The	god	of	this	age	The	prince	of	the	power	of	the	air	The	ruler	of	this	world	His	origins:	His	actions:	His	character:	Sentient	being:	1	John	3:8;	John	8:44	His	fate:	Matthew	25:41;	Revelation	20:7-
10	Christians	are	encouraged	to	resist	his	influence:	Ephesians	6:1;	James	4:7;	1	Peter	5:8	Also	known	as	Satan	or	Lucifer,	the	Bible	depicts	him	as	the	chief	of	the	fallen	angels	and	demons,	the	arch	enemy	of	God	who	mounts	a	significant,	but	ultimately	futile,	challenge	to	God's	authority.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures
inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.A	'testament'	is	a	covenant	(binding	agreement),	a	term	used	in	the	Bible	of	God's	relationship	with	his	people.	In	the	Bible,	can	come	from	a	person's	internal
desires	or	from	an	external	evil	force	such	as	the	Devil.Publius	Virgilius	Maro	(70-19	BCE)	was	a	Roman	poet	who	wrote	the	Aeneid,	an	epic	poem	about	the	Trojan	Wars.Roman	goddess	of	love.	Marlowe	was	born	just	after	the	middle	of	the	sixteenth	century,	an	era	which,	in	England,	was	fraught	with	extraordinary	events.	More	on	challenges	to	the
Church:	In	1516,	the	famous	scholar	Erasmus	(c.	Protestantism	Those	who	accepted	the	ideas	of	Luther	and	other	reformers	of	the	Church,	and	protested	against	its	current	state	and	practices,	were	known	as	Protestants.	Faustus	expresses	his	frustration	because	his	prescriptions	have	not	become	celebrated	for	curing	thousands	of	people.	More	on
the	role	of	cardinals?	Government	attitudes	to	drama	Since	the	plays	performed	by	these	companies	could	be	politically	provocative,	the	government	eventually	made	moves	to	restrict	them,	in	particular	by	targeting	the	touring	actors	—	or	‘strolling	players'	as	they	are	sometimes	called.	The	Clown	is	interested	in	learning	how	to	conjure	up	devils.
The	bright	chariot	might	also	be	a	reference	to	the	story	of	Phaethon,	son	of	Helios	the	sun-god,	who	stole	his	father's	chariot	and	rode	it	across	the	sky,	but	fell	to	his	death.Icarus	-	the	son	of	Daedalus	who	died	in	the	first	flying	accident.A	great	engineer	and	craftsman	who	constructed	the	Labyrinth	under	Knossos	and	conquered	flight.Name	used	as
a	synonym	for	the	Devil	or	Satan.The	Bible	describes	God	as	the	unique	supreme	being,	creator	and	ruler	of	the	universe.Supernatural	beings	closely	linked	with	the	work	of	God;	his	messengers,	traditionally	portrayed	as	having	a	winged	human	form.Jesus	describes	hell	as	the	place	where	Satan	and	his	demons	reside	and	the	realm	where
unrepentant	souls	will	go	after	the	Last	Judgement.Each	culture	and	belief-system	has	its	own	set	of	explanations	and	stories	which	deal	with	the	creation	of	the	world;	the	way	the	universe	is	upheld;	the	way	God,	or	the	gods,	deal	with	humans;	and	how	the	particular	culture	or	belief	was	founded.Jove	is	another	name	for	the	Roman	god	Jupiter	(in
Greek	mythology,	Zeus),	chief	of	the	gods.A	sacred	mountain	in	northern	Greece,	where	it	was	believed	the	gods	dwelt.1.	In	Greek	mythology	he	was	the	son	of	Helios.	In	Christian	practice,	confession	often	forms	part	of	communal	worship;	in	addition	formal	confession	may	be	made	privately	to	a	priest.Living	in	rebellion	against	God	-	the	opposite	of
righteousness.Latin	version	of	the	Bible	most	widely	used	in	the	West.A	Figure	of	speech	in	which	two	apparently	opposite	words	or	ideas	are	put	together	as	if	they	were	in	agreement.The	devil;	the	term	'Satan'	actually	means	'Enemy'	and	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	force	of	evil	in	the	world.An	evil	spiritual	force,	also	known	as	a	devil,	which
opposes	God	and	seeks	to	separate	human	beings	from	him.	Both	doctrine	and	worship	were	to	become	central	issues	in	the	religious	controversies	of	the	following	century	and	more.	It	was	the	site	of	the	Temple	built	by	Solomon	and	of	the	crucifixion	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	What	does	this	scene	tell	us	about	the	kind	of	play	we	can	expect	Doctor
Faustus	to	be?	The	worldwide	community	of	Christian	believers.The	study	of	God.Undeserved	favour.	His	suggestion	of	a	Franciscan	friar	is	a	[3satirical	reference	to	the	alleged	immorality	and	corruption	of	the	clergy.	Commentary	on	Scene	One	level	at	the	end	Consider	the	aim	or	goal	of	the	various	academic	subjects	he	has	studied	to	discover
whether	they	are	worthwhile.	As	today	this	was	governed	by	the	Pope	whose	headquarters	were	in	Rome.	There	is	a	supernatural	intervention,	as	two	angels,	Good	and	Evil,	each	encourage	Faustus	to	follow	their	respective	masters.	Lucifer	The	story	of	Lucifer,	the	brightest	of	God's	angels	(his	name	means	‘bringer	or	bearer	of	light'),	who	defied
God's	power	and	was	thrown	into	Hell,	is	also	alluded	to	in	the	play.	In	order	to	avoid	these	problems,	in	1576	Burbage	leased	a	site	just	outside	the	jurisdiction	of	the	City	and	constructed	the	first	English	playhouse,	which	he	called	simply	The	Theatre.	Commentary	on	Scene	2	sic	probo	Thus	I	prove,	a	common	phrase	from	rhetorical	debate.
licentiates	Graduates	of	the	first	level	of	university	study.	Yet	art	thou	still	but	Faustus,	and	a	man	This	is	a	very	important	line	for	understanding	what	is	happening	to	Faustus.	Now	applied	more	generally	to	all	Christians.The	name	given	to	the	man	believed	by	Christians	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	Good	Angel	…	Evil	Angel	These	terms	are	not	used	in	the
Bible	and	angels	are	assumed	to	be	the	messengers	of	God.	Was	not	that	Lucifer	…	for	ever	damned	with	Lucifer	Mephastophilis	here	gives	the	conventional	biblical	account	of	Satan's	rebellion	and	expulsion	from	Heaven.	beaten	silk	Silk	decorated	by	hammering	gold	or	silver	into	it.	However,	here	and	elsewhere	in	the	play,	Marlowe	usually	either
translates	the	Latin	(and	Ancient	Greek),	or	explains	the	idea	it	contains	for	those	in	the	audience	who	may	not	understand	these	ancient	languages.	Bacon	Roger	Bacon	(1210/14	-	after	1292),	a	member	of	the	Franciscan	order,	was	an	English	philosopher	and	theologian	as	well	as	a	notable	physician	and	experimental	scientist.	Used	in	the	New
Testament	in	particularly	of	the	twelve	apostles	of	Jesus.	Diplomatic	problems	In	1527,	Henry	asked	Cardinal	Wolsey	to	ensure	that	Pope	Clement	VII	granted	him	a	divorce.	rack	the	name	of	God	Abuse	God's	name,	and	thereby	break	the	third	of	the	Ten	Commandments	from	Exodus	20:7:	‘You	shall	not	misuse	the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God,	for	the
LORD	will	not	hold	anyone	guiltless	who	misuses	his	name.'	TNIV	and	also	the	two	basic	commandments	given	by	Jesus	in	Mark	12:28-31.	Marlowe's	education	and	reading	See	Author	>	Family,	background	and	King's	School	and	Marlowe	and	Corpus	Christi	College,	Cambridge.	(Greek	name,	Aphrodite.)Greek	goddess	of	love;	awarded	the	Golden
Apple	of	Discord	as	'the	fairest',	by	Paris;	mother	of	Eros.	In	contrast,	Christians	were	encouraged	to	be	humble,	with	Jesus	as	their	example.	The	Chorus	is	probably	invoking	Calliope,	the	muse	of	epic	poetry.	How	do	you	think	it	is	likely	to	differ	from	the	reactions	of	an	Elizabethan	audience?	Despite	his	father's	warning,	Icarus	flew	too	close	to	the
sun,	the	wax	holding	his	wings	melted	and	he	fell	to	his	death,	drowning	in	the	Aegean	Sea.	Other	works	of	art,	usually	commissioned	by	noble	families,	were	for	devotional	purposes	in	private	chapels	or	other	rooms.	Discovery	and	exploration	Frequently	undertaken	at	this	time	were	voyages	to	find	out	new	sea-passages	to	China	and	India	and	to
discover	other	continents.	Commentary	on	scene	4	pickadevants	Short,	pointed	beards.	A	general	way	of	describing	the	subjects	of	interest	to	philosophers.	The	dispensation	was	granted	because	the	marriage	to	Arthur	had	not,	according	to	Katherine's	sworn	declaration,	been	consummated	–	that	is,	the	couple	had	not	had	sexual	intercourse	—	and
so	it	could	be	annulled.	The	impact	was	like	that	of	the	internet	today.	Investigating	scene	3	List	the	ways	in	which	Faustus	challenges	or	offends	God	in	this	scene.	In	literature,	writing	which	may	enhance	a	person's	religious	faith	or	life.The	angel	Gabriel's	announcement	to	the	Virgin	Mary	that	she	was	going	to	be	the	mother	of	Jesus,	the	Son	of
God.The	birth	of	Jesus1.	Papal	rule	At	the	beginning	of	the	sixteenth	century,	England	was	a	Christian	country	following	the	practices	of	the	Catholic	Church.	This	text	guide	will	help	you	explore	this	excellent	take	on	Doctor	Faustus'	story,	as	well	as	the	influence	Marlowe's	world	had	on	his	work.	Quin	regis	…	fratris	imagine?	The	reference	to	the
play's	‘heavenly	verse'	suggests	both	that	it	is	heaven-sent	by	divine	inspiration	–	and	that	it	is	also	of	high	quality.	Germany	…	Roda	…	Württemburg	Germany	was	a	notable	centre	of	learning	at	the	time	the	play	was	written.	We	have	something	for	you	as	well!	Free	downloadable	Doctor	Faustus	worksheets	ready	to	be	printed	and	used	in	class.	The
post-Romantic	view	of	Icarus	reads	his	story	as	a	tragedy	of	lost	promise.	mine	own	fantasy	Faustus	acknowledges	that	his	desires	are	rooted	in	his	own	mind	rather	than	deriving	from	any	external	temptation.	His	life	is	recorded	most	fully	in	the	Four	Gospels.Literally,	operating	within	time,	and	hence	earthly	and	mortal,	as	opposed	to	spiritual.The



teaching	on	the	beliefs	of	a	religion,	usually	taught	by	theologians	or	teachers	appointed	by	their	church.	His	names:	Devil,	meaning	‘slanderer',	a	title	used	over	a	hundred	times	in	the	New	Testament	Satan,	meaning	‘adversary',	a	term	used	about	fifty	times	in	the	Bible	Abaddon,	or	‘destruction'	Apollyon,	or	‘destroyer'	Beelzebub,	meaning	‘Lord	of
the	Flies'.	Thou	art	too	ugly	to	attend	on	me	A	sign	of	Faustus'	vanity	and	his	inability	to	face	the	reality	of	what	he	has	done.	The	A-text,	however,	has	Württemberg,	which	was	well-known	as	a	centre	of	radical	Protestant	ideas.	It	contains	seven	letters	to	churches	in	Asia	Minor	(modern	Turkey)	who	are	commended	for	their	zeal	or	criticised	for	lack
of	it.	Not	…	Nor…	Nor	This	rhetorical	device	of	repetition	emphasises	that	the	play	is	not	to	focus	on	the	standard	themes	of	tragedy	(the	fall	of	a	nobleman	/	king	from	fortune,	as	a	result	of	a	mistake	or	character	flaw).	Scenes	from	the	classical	myths	became	enormously	popular	with	patrons,	artists	and	spectators.	Bene	dissere	est	finis	logices
(Latin)	‘The	purpose	of	logic	is	to	argue	well'.	consecratam	aquam	…	signumque	cruces	Ironically,	Faustus	uses	the	sign	of	the	cross	and	sprinkles	holy	water	as	part	of	this	blasphemous	invocation.	The	Catholic	Church	saw	it	itself	as	having	been	established	by	Peter,	one	of	the	disciples	of	Jesus,	and	all	Popes	since	then	have	been	regarded	by
Catholics	as	descending	in	a	direct	spiritual	line	from	Peter.	laureate	Pre-eminent	or	recognised	above	others.	Title	given	to	the	Virgin	Mary,	mother	of	Jesus.	However,	the	last	item	on	that	list	is	reserved	for	God	alone.	It	was	thought	that	this	caused	the	spell	to	be	effective	and	protected	the	magician,	who	stood	inside	the	circle,	from	harm.	Martin
Luther,	whose	radical	ideas	transformed	the	Church,	studied	there.	Within	this	circle	is	Jehovah's	name	Casting	spells	began	by	drawing	a	circle	on	the	floor	with	Jehovah's	name	written	inside	it.	Qui	mihi	discipulus	‘Whoever	is	my	pupil':	the	opening	line	of	a	well-known	Latin	poem	used	in	schools	at	that	time.	In	the	Bible	it	is	specifically	applied	to
Jesus	Christ's	coming	to	life	after	his	crucifixion;	and	from	thence,	to	the	hope	of	all	believers	that	after	death,	they	will	be	raised	to	a	new	life	in	heaven.The	supreme	governor	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	who	has	his	headquarters	in	Rome,	in	Vatican	City.	According	to	John	11:1-44,	Christ	raised	Lazarus	from	the	dead,	an	event	later	held	to
prefigure	his	own	Resurrection.A	'testament'	is	a	covenant	(binding	agreement),	a	term	used	in	the	Bible	of	God's	relationship	with	his	people.	The	Church	in	the	West	until	the	Reformation.	Developments	in	the	visual	arts	Religious	art	As	interest	grew	in	areas	of	life	not	governed	by	the	Church,	art	also	began	to	change.	Other	phrases	used	from	this
field	include	‘self	conceit',	‘glutted',	‘surfeits'	and	‘nothing	so	sweet'.	bind	yourself	Commit	or	sign	yourself.	Decide	what	the	key	words	of	the	question	are,	and	underline	them.	The	worldwide	community	of	Christian	believers.Of	or	in	the	world.	‘Rack'	comes	from	the	torture	of	a	person	on	a	rack.	flat	Certain	or	for	sure.	At	the	same	time,
strengthening	a	new	sense	of	realism,	came	advances	in	the	techniques	of	painting.	Big	ideas:	Judgement;	Dreams,	visions	and	prophecy;	Serpent,	devil,	Satan,	beast;	Apocalypse,	Revelation,	the	End	Times,	the	Second	Coming	Page	12	This	is	a	comic	echo	of	the	previous	scene,	as	Wagner	summons	up	two	demons	to	torment	Robin	(the	Clown	in
some	editions	of	the	play).	hest	Command.	Classical	subjects	began	to	assume	equal	importance	with	religious	paintings.	By	this	time,	of	course,	printing	enabled	his	work	to	be	much	more	widely	read.	Si	una	…	rei,	etc	‘If	the	same	thing	is	left	to	more	than	one	person,	then	one	person	shall	have	the	thing	and	the	other	its	value	in	money.'
Exhaereditare	filium	non	potest	pater	nisi	‘A	father	may	not	disinherit	his	son'.	‘Ravished'	is	a	significant	choice	of	word	because	it	is	usually	used	in	the	context	of	sensual	pleasure	and	can	also	mean	‘rape'	–	an	experience	of	being	overcome	against	one's	will.	Read	more	.	There	is	also	a	strong	undertone	of	the	Christian	idea	of	Grace.	The	term
describes	the	movement,	especially	in	the	15th	and	16th	centuries	originating	from	Italy,	where	new	areas	of	art,	poetry,	scholarship	and	architecture	emerged.Relating	to	irony,	in	which	a	comment	may	mean	the	opposite	of	what	is	actually	said.Name	originally	given	to	disciples	of	Jesus	by	outsiders	and	gradually	adopted	by	the	Early	Church.Title
(eventually	used	as	name)	given	to	Jesus,	refering	to	an	anointed	person	set	apart	for	a	special	task	such	as	a	king.A	religious	order	is	a	group	of	men	or	of	women	who	have	taken	vows	to	live	a	religious	life	in	a	certain	way,	usually	by	living,	worshipping	and	working	together.The	Bible	describes	how,	in	the	time	of	Noah,	God	caused	it	to	rain
perpetually	for	forty	days	and	nights	as	a	punishment	for	human	wickedness.	precision	A	person	who	is	very	observant	in	religious	matters,	such	as	a	Puritan,	one	of	those	who	supported	Protestant	pro-Bible	reforms.	All	the	years	of	studying	law,	theology,	philosophy,	medicine	and	rhetoric	have	left	him	hungry	for	more:	fame,	power	over	Nature	and
the	freedom	to	satisfy	his	desires.	In	certain	circumstances,	his	doctrinal	utterances	are	deemed	infallible.Rome	'	the	capital	of	Italy	and	the	Roman	Empire,	traditionally	founded	by	Romulus	in	753	BCOne	of	the	twelve	disciples	of	Jesus,	originally	called	Simon	but	given	the	name	Cephas	by	Jesus.1.	Term	meaning	learner	or	follower.	In	the	Gospels
and	Acts	they	are	portrayed	as	inhabiting	or	oppressing	individuals.An	evil	spiritual	force,	also	known	as	a	devil,	which	opposes	God	and	seeks	to	separate	human	beings	from	him.	However,	for	adults,	it	also	has	the	sophisticated	idea	of	going	beyond	your	limits	–	trying	to	do	what	is	beyond	the	powers	of	mankind	or	is	outlawed	by	the	laws	of	Nature.
Page	4	In	1485,	Henry	VII,	the	first	of	the	Tudor	dynasty	of	monarchs,	came	to	the	throne	of	England.	It	was	shortly	after	this	that	Henry	was	granted	the	Pope's	dispensation	to	marry	Katherine,	his	brother's	widow.	The	chorus	was	once	a	group	of	actors.	.	By	1599,	when	the	lease	of	the	land	on	which	The	Theatre	was	built	had	run	out,	Burbage's
sons	and	their	company,	The	Lord	Chamberlain's	Men,	had	constructed	the	most	famous	theatre	of	all,	The	Globe,	on	the	south	bank	of	the	Thames.	these	elements	According	to	medieval	science,	the	four	elements	(earth,	fire,	air	and	water)	were	the	substances/forces	from	which	everything	was	made.	Satirical	comments	on	the	hypocrisy	of	the
clergy	were	quite	common	in	medieval	and	Renaissance	writing,	for	instance	in	Chaucer's	The	Canterbury	Tales.	Version	B	(where	different)	[Note:	Throughout	this	guide,	when	the	texts	of	the	A	and	B	versions	are	near	identical,	annotations	are	only	given	for	those	words,	references	and	allusions	that	differ	in	the	two	versions.]	thou	art	pressed	You
are	obliged.	Justinian	-	Justinian	(482-565	CE)	was	the	Roman	emperor	who	codified	the	Empire's	laws.	He	was	a	German	friar,	who,	on	a	visit	to	Rome,	was	appalled	at	the	luxurious	way	of	life	and	sexual	immorality	of	the	Pope	and	Cardinals.	Martin	Luther	Moral	outrage	Perhaps	the	most	famous	reformer	of	the	Church	was	Martin	Luther	(1483-
1546).	In	addition	to	their	commercial	value,	these	voyages	also	led	to	advances	in	the	sciences	of	navigation	and	map-making.	Although	Marlowe	was	a	Renaissance	writer,	Faustus	often	refers	to	Medieval	learning.	Galen	-	Galen	lived	from	129-199	CE	and	was	a	Greek	physician	who	was	regarded	in	the	Middle	Ages	and	Renaissance	as	a	leading
authority	on	medicine.	Faustus	talks	himself	into	pursuing	necromancy;	he	builds	his	own	argument	in	order	to	justify	his	choices.	Rector	The	Principal	of	the	University	reclaim	The	idea	of	reclaiming	Faustus	foreshadows	the	end	of	the	play.	stavesacre	A	potion	against	lice	and	fleas,	made	from	the	seeds	of	a	species	of	delphinium.	Jerome's	Bible	–
the	Vulgate	version	necromantic	books	are	heavenly	The	contradiction	and	contrast	here	is	startling,	and	presents	us	with	an	oxymoron:	Faustus	is	describing	the	appeal	to	Satan	as	‘heavenly'.	An	area	containing	an	altar	within	a	larger	church	or	cathedral.	vain	trifles	of	men's	souls	Faustus	reverses	the	words	of	Jesus	about	the	worth	of	the	soul	in
Mark	8:36:	‘For	what	shall	it	profit	a	man	if	he	shall	gain	the	whole	world	and	lose	his	own	soul?'	Once	again,	he	seems	unaware	of	the	irony	of	what	he	is	saying.	The	role	of	James	Burbage	The	leader	of	Lord	Leicester's	Men	was	James	Burbage.	Faustus'	studies	are	at	first	conventional	and	the	verb	‘graced'	is	used	twice,	suggesting	that	he	is	both
adorned	and	rewarded	for	his	work.	Noah	had	been	told	by	God	to	build	an	ark,	and	collect	one	set	of	each	species	of	living	creature.Supernatural	beings	closely	linked	with	the	work	of	God;	his	messengers,	traditionally	portrayed	as	having	a	winged	human	form.The	Bible	describes	God	as	the	unique	supreme	being,	creator	and	ruler	of	the
universe.Also	called	'The	Decalogue'	(Ten	Words).	Indulgences	were	documents	issued	by	the	Pope	and	on	sale	to	the	public.	The	Bible	uses	this	term	to	describe	God's	gifts	to	human	beings.In	the	Bible,	salvation	is	seen	as	God's	commitment	to	save	or	rescue	his	people	from	sin	(and	other	dangers)	and	to	establish	his	kingdom.Icarus	-	the	son	of
Daedalus	who	died	in	the	first	flying	accident.A	great	engineer	and	craftsman	who	constructed	the	Labyrinth	under	Knossos	and	conquered	flight.The	legendary	home	of	the	Minotaur,	possibly	a	folk	memory	of	the	ruins	of	the	labyrinthine	palace	of	Knossos.	The	Bible	uses	this	term	to	describe	God's	gifts	to	human	beings.	The	actors	still	had	no	fixed
playhouse,	but	performed	either	in	venues	around	the	country	–	such	as	inn-yards	and	barns	–	or	in	aristocratic	houses.	See	Afterlife	the	old	philosophers	The	philosophers	of	the	ancient	world	who	knew	nothing	of	the	Bible's	teaching	on	judgement.	Indulgences	Luther	was	even	more	appalled	by	the	arrival	in	Germany	of	the	Pope's	representative
Tetzel,	who	had	come	to	sell	indulgences.	shoulder	of	mutton	…	blood-raw	Wagner	believes	that	the	Clown	is	so	poor	he	would	sell	his	soul	for	a	shoulder	of	mutton.	The	central	action	is	the	consecration	of	the	bread	and	wine	by	the	priest.An	evil	spiritual	force,	also	known	as	a	devil,	which	opposes	God	and	seeks	to	separate	human	beings	from	him.
Abanus	Pietro	d'Abano	(c.	The	New	Testament	is	the	second	part	of	the	Christian	Bible.	In	England,	the	first	printing	press	was	set	up	by	William	Caxton	in	London	in	1476.	Bibles	and	prayer	books	were	often	richly	decorated	for	the	use	of	wealthy	aristocratic	families.	Humanism	in	art	Religious	paintings	had	often	included	‘ordinary'	people	(even	in
religious	paintings,	pictures	of	the	Madonna	and	Child	would	include	realistic	landscapes	as	a	background)	–	spectators	at	the	visit	of	the	Three	Kings,	jeering	crowds	at	the	Crucifixion	–	but	with	the	Renaissance	there	was	a	decisive	shift	towards	more	secular	art.	A	sound	magician	is	a	mighty	god	Faustus	decides	to	seek	power,	profit,	delight,
honour	and	omnipotence.	Lives	of	the	many	saints	in	the	Catholic	hierarchy	were	also	painted,	often	for	use	in	churches	dedicated	to	their	subject.	The	term	describes	the	movement,	especially	in	the	15th	and	16th	centuries	originating	from	Italy,	where	new	areas	of	art,	poetry,	scholarship	and	architecture	emerged.1.	Term	for	a	worshipping
community	of	Christians.	The	Bible	regards	all	human	beings	as	predisposed	to	sin.In	traditional	Roman	Catholic	doctrine,	an	'antechamber'	to	heaven,	a	place	between	Heaven	and	Hell,	where	the	souls	of	those	dead	who	are	not	damned,	but	not	yet	fit	for	heaven,	go	to	be	purged	(purified)	of	their	sins.In	many	religions,	the	place	where	God	dwells,
and	to	which	believers	aspire	after	their	death.	pliant	Accommodating,	submissive.	(Roman	name,	Sol.)	Page	2	When	England	became	a	Protestant	country	during	the	reign	of	Henry	VIII	and	again	under	Queen	Elizabeth,	the	Church	no	longer	supported	the	use	of	drama.	Page	11	Faustus	practises	magic	for	the	first	time	and	summons	Mephastophilis,
a	demon	who	serves	Satan.	The	increase	in	theatres	Within	a	short	while,	several	other	theatres,	such	as	the	Curtain	(1577),	the	Rose	(1587),	the	Swan	(1595)	and	the	Fortune	(1600),	were	also	built.	A	decision	about	guilt,	and	/	or	the	passing	of	sentence	by	the	person	presiding	over	a	court	of	justice.	More	on	Katherine's	first	marriage:	In	order	to	do
this,	a	special	dispensation	had	to	be	obtained	from	Pope	Julius	II,	since	the	marriage	of	a	woman	with	her	deceased	husband's	brother	was	one	of	the	relationships	prohibited	by	the	Church.	Faustus	questions	him	about	the	world	of	Satan	and	his	followers.	This	was	usually	done	in	monasteries	under	the	supervision	of	the	Church.	divinity	Theology.
Why	this	is	hell	…	My	fainting	soul	This	description	of	Hell	focuses	less	on	the	idea	of	an	actual	physical	location	than	on	it	being	an	inner	state,	a	continuing	present	reality	and	a	constant	sense	of	separation	from	God	with	no	promise	of	salvation.	The	system	was	vulnerable	to	abuses	ranging	from	the	forgery	of	indulgences	to	Pardoners	who	kept	the
money	for	themselves.	The	use	of	the	dignified	metre	of	blank	verse	makes	it	clear	that	the	play	will	deal	with	serious	events	and	ideas.	Commentary	on	Scene	3	the	gloomy	shadow	…	unto	the	sky	Faustus	describes	the	onset	of	the	night	using	personification,	as	if	the	night	were	trying	to	jump	up	to	see	the	constellation	of	Orion	in	the	sky.	comings	in
Income.	Page	8	This	scene	introduces	the	protagonist	of	the	play.	Arthur,	however,	died	in	1502.	familiars	Evil	spirits,	thought	to	be	at	the	bidding	of	magicians	and	witches.	His	Analytics	is	a	work	that	contains	his	ideas	on	how	to	argue	a	case.	Agrippa	Henry	Cornelius	Agrippa	(1486-1535),	a	celebrated	German	magician.	Another	word	for
heaven.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.1.	Wisdom.	More	on	magic	and	miracles?	tell	the	secrets	of	all	foreign	kings	This	line	is	ironic,	as
Marlowe	was	probably	involved	in	espionage	(See	Author	>	Fighting,	blaspheming	and	spying:	1590-93).	Offerings	a	worshipper	gives	to	God	to	express	devotion,	gratitude,	or	the	need	for	forgiveness.	Divinity	is	basest	of	the	three	Faustus	actually	names	four	areas	of	study,	so	he	seems	to	have	lost	count!	Unpleasant,	harsh,	contemptible	and	vile
This	is	a	profound	challenge	to	orthodox	views	of	the	Bible	and	Christian	thought.	Chorus	2,	1-6	Olympus	was	the	home	of	the	gods	of	Ancient	Greece,	so	Faustus,	a	mortal,	intrudes	upon	the	world	of	the	immortal	in	search	of	knowledge.	If	you	are	asked	to	analyse	an	extract,	read	it	through	two	or	three	times.	Why,	Faustus	…	been	eased?	There
were	very	few	books	available	and	they	were	very	expensive.	He	wrote	out	ninety-five	theses,	or	reasons,	why	the	sale	of	indulgences	should	be	stopped	and	nailed	them	to	the	door	of	the	main	church	in	Wittenberg.	Born	in	Canterbury,	a	centre	of	political	and	religious	tension,	his	creative	and	eventful	-	if	quite	short	-	life	included	a	stint	working	as	a
spy.	Read	more	.	In	the	Bible,	God's	verdict	on	human	behaviour	especially	on	the	Day	of	Judgement	at	the	end	of	time.Where	the	surface	appearance	of	something	is	shown	to	be	not	the	case,	but	quite	the	opposite.	Faustus'	fear	of	damnation	at	the	end	of	the	play	does	not	suggest	a	Protestant	sense	of	security	in	the	power	of	God's	mercy	and
grace.Name	given	to	priest,	usually	those	in	charge	of	a	parish.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from	Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.A	person	whose	role	is	to	carry	out
religious	functions.A	'testament'	is	a	covenant	(binding	agreement),	a	term	used	in	the	Bible	of	God's	relationship	with	his	people.	Faustus'	use	of	it	here	suggests	that	he	was	helpless	to	resist	what	the	books	contain.	His	life	is	recorded	most	fully	in	the	Four	Gospels.The	period	of	European	history	broadly	between	1000AD-1500AD.A	worldview	which
developed	from	the	Renaissance	period	onward,	placing	the	values	and	concerns	of	humanity	at	the	centre	of	its	observations.Brother	of	Mary	of	Bethany	and	Martha	of	Bethany.	In	the	Gospels	and	Acts	they	are	portrayed	as	inhabiting	or	oppressing	individuals.	Faustus	reveals	that	he	wants	to	make	a	pact	with	Lucifer:	if	Faustus	can	have	anything
he	desires	for	twenty-four	years,	at	the	end	of	that	time	the	Devil	can	have	his	soul.	The	wax	melted,	his	wings	disintegrated	and	he	fell	to	his	death	in	the	sea.	his	chiefest	bliss	For	a	Christian	this	would	be	his	belief	in	God	and	hope	of	salvation.	By	Jehovah,	Gehenna,	the	holy	water	I	am	sprinkling	and	the	sign	of	the	cross	I	make	and	by	our	vows,
may	Mephastophilis	himself	arise	at	our	command!'	Acheron	In	Greek	mythology,	one	of	the	rivers	of	Hades	(Hell).	The	audience	would	recognise	the	allusion	to	the	biblical	story	in	which	Jesus	raises	his	friend	Lazarus	to	life	four	days	after	his	death:	see	John	11:1-44.	Words	associated	with	extremes	and	excess	are	used.	America	…	the	golden	fleece
In	the	Greek	myth,	Jason	and	the	Argonauts4]s	set	out	to	find	the	Golden	Fleece;	here,	America	is	named	as	the	likeliest	source	of	such	fabulous	treasure.	Doctor	Faustus	and	Protestantism	In	the	B-text	of	the	play,	Faustus	is	described	as	studying	at	Wittenberg.	Ubi	desinit	…	incipit	medicus	(Latin)	‘So	after	the	philosopher	has	finished,	the	doctor
can	start.'	Be	a	physician,	Faustus	…	and	be	eternised	for	some	wondrous	cure	Faustus	considers	the	pursuit	of	medicine,	in	order	to	be	rich	and	as	famous	as	Galen.	During	Marlowe's	career,	there	were	several	short	closures	of	months	or	weeks	and,	just	after	his	death,	there	was	a	closure	of	nearly	two	years.Christians	whose	faith	and	practice
stems	from	the	Reformation	movement	in	the	sixteenth	century	which	resulted	in	new	churches	being	created	as	an	alternative	to	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.1.	Term	for	a	worshipping	community	of	Christians.	1250-c.	What	aspects	of	Faustus'	personality	begin	to	emerge	in	the	scene?	More	on	Faustus'	pact	with	Satan:	Faustus'	pact	and	his	pursuit
of	Satan	are	based	on	a	reversal	of	Christian	ideas	and	rituals:	The	Trinity	of	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit	are	reversed	and	rejected	–	Faustus	addresses	the	Prince	of	the	East,	Beelzebub	and	Demogorgon	‘There	is	no	chief	but	only	Beelzebub'	(l.57-58)	reverses	Mark	12:30	and	Deuteronomy	6:4	He	describes	men's	souls,	and	by	implication	his	own
soul,	as	‘vain	trifles'	Mephastophilis	describes	his	torment	(l.74-81)	which	is	a	reversal	of	the	descriptions	of	Heaven	in	Revelation	or	Isaiah	6:1-4	Learn	thou	…	manly	fortitude	Faustus	seems	to	be	lording	it	over	Mephastophilis	here	and	this	adds	an	ironic	element	to	the	scene.	The	Wittenberg	Theses	Luther	was	outraged	at	the	idea	that	the
consequences	of	sin	could	be	avoided	by	paying	money.	In	ancient	times	it	had	prominence	as	the	location	of	the	pre-eminent	Delphic	OracleFounded	by	St	Francis	of	Assisi	(d.	quasi	vestigiis	nostris	insistere	‘As	if	to	follow	in	our	footsteps.'	Investigate...	His	life	is	recorded	most	fully	in	the	Four	Gospels.Jesus	describes	hell	as	the	place	where	Satan
and	his	demons	reside	and	the	realm	where	unrepentant	souls	will	go	after	the	Last	Judgement.	Lucifer	Another	name	for	Satan,	used	in	Isaiah	14:12.	The	study	of	these	texts	led	many	scholars	to	question	the	Church's	long-standing	claim	that	Christianity,	represented	by	the	Catholic	Church,	was	the	only	guide	on	how	to	live	and	the	only	true	path	to
salvation.	More	on	Church	corruption:	Geoffrey	Chaucer's	The	Canterbury	Tales	was	written	towards	the	end	of	the	fourteenth	century.	The	villain	is	bare	He	is	both	poorly	dressed	and	has	no	money.	The	supposed	practice	of	communicating	with	the	dead,	through	an	apparition	or	raising	a	dead	body,	with	the	intention	of	predicting	the	future.A
comic,	mocking	or	satiric	imitation	of	a	form	of	literature	or	someone's	action.The	spirit	which	gives	life	to	a	human	being;	the	part	which	lives	on	after	death;	a	person's	inner	being	(personality,	intellect,	emotions	and	will)	which	distinguishes	them	from	animals.Originally,	a	sixteenth	and	early	seventeenth	century	Protestant,	usually	a	Calvinist,	who
wished	to	reform	the	Church	of	England	of	all	its	Catholic	characteristics.Christians	whose	faith	and	practice	stems	from	the	Reformation	movement	in	the	sixteenth	century	which	resulted	in	new	churches	being	created	as	an	alternative	to	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.The	Christian	Bible	consists	of	the	Old	Testament	scriptures	inherited	from
Judaism,	together	with	the	New	Testament,	drawn	from	writings	produced	from	c.40-125CE,	which	describe	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	establishment	of	the	Christian	church.The	devil;	the	term	'Satan'	actually	means	'Enemy'	and	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	force	of	evil	in	the	world.The	act	of	turning	away,	or	turning	around	from,	one's	sins,	which
includes	feeling	genuinely	sorry	for	them,	asking	for	the	forgiveness	of	God	and	being	willing	to	live	in	a	different	way	in	the	future.	Although	Doctor	Faustus	is	fiercely	anti-clerical	and	anti-Papist,	there	is	no	indication	that	either	Faustus	or	his	creator	shared	Luther's	views.	I	had	need	have	it	…	if	I	pay	so	dear	This	is	an	ironic	comment.	Henry	felt
that	Mary	could	not	possibly	follow	him	in	the	line	of	succession	to	the	throne:	There	had	not	been	a	queen	as	ruler	of	England	for	400	years	Then,	the	accession	of	a	woman	had	led	to	civil	war	Act	of	setting	aside,	disregarding;	a	doing	away	with.The	supreme	governor	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	who	has	his	headquarters	in	Rome,	in	Vatican	City.
Often	done	for	moral	or	comic	purpose.	Discuss	and	then	make	notes	on	the	different	techniques	he	employs	to	engage	the	attention	and	interest	of	the	audience	To	what	extent	are	modern	day	readers	or	spectators	likely	to	sympathise	with	Faustus	at	this	stage	of	the	play?	Ideas	inherent	in	his	edition	challenged	some	of	the	key	doctrines	of
Catholicism.	intends	our	Muse	to	vaunt	his	heavenly	verse	In	the	Classical	world,	the	Muses	were	nine	sisters	who	were	goddesses	of	the	literature	and	the	other	arts,	who	were	believed	to	be	the	sources	of	artists'	inspiration.	if	I	were	…	vermin	If	I	were	your	servant,	I	‘d	be	full	of	fleas.	In	England,	some	of	the	most	famous	names	from	the	time	of
Marlowe	are	those	of	explorers	such	as	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	or	Sir	Francis	Drake.	sporting	in	the	dalliance	of	love	Amusing	himself	with	flirtations.	The	practice	was	common	at	places	of	pilgrimage,	including	Canterbury,	Marlowe's	birthplace.	His	story	is	told	by	Mephastophilis,	who	shares	his	fate	and	is	painfully	conscious	of	the	loss	they	have
suffered	(see	Characterisation	>	Mephastophilis	and	Critical	approaches	>	Analysing	a	passage):	O,	by	aspiring	pride	and	insolence,	For	which	God	threw	him	from	the	face	of	heaven.	Page	14	Doctor	Faustus	Contents	The	context	of	Doctor	FaustusDoctor	Faustus	-	Synopses	and	commentaryStructure	of	Doctor	FaustusCharacterisation	in	Doctor
FaustusThe	themes	of	Doctor	FaustusImagery	and	symbolism	in	Doctor	FaustusCritical	approaches	to	Doctor	FaustusDoctor	Faustus:	approaching	essays	and	examsDoctor	Faustus	resourcesBooklistOther	resourcesWorksheet	downloads	The	character	of	Faust	or	Faustus	has	been	one	of	the	most	enduring	and	significant	figures	in	European	culture
for	almost	five	hundred	years.	They	decide	to	try	to	save	him,	both	for	the	sake	of	his	soul	and	because	of	the	respect	they	have	for	his	intellectual	achievements.	Instead	of	stressing	the	need	for	penitence,	the	Pope	was	suggesting	that,	if	people	paid	for	indulgences	it	would	lessen	the	time	that	sinners	–	or	even	their	dead	relatives	–spent	in
Purgatory,	the	place	of	purification	between	Heaven	and	Hell.	The	worldwide	community	of	Christian	believers.To	declare	invalid.	Sometimes	known	as	Paradise.Jesus	describes	hell	as	the	place	where	Satan	and	his	demons	reside	and	the	realm	where	unrepentant	souls	will	go	after	the	Last	Judgement.A	journey	to	a	sacred	place	made	for	religious
reasons.	The	worldwide	community	of	Christian	believers.A	place	of	Christian	worship	other	than	a	parish	church	eg.	This	remark,	and	the	following	dialogue,	reveal	to	the	audience	the	true	nature	of	the	relationship	between	Faustus	and	Mephastophilis.	Scene	3,	67-68	Later	in	the	play,	Faustus,	at	a	moment	of	regret	for	what	he	has	done,	applies
this	experience	to	himself:	Homo	fuge.	Burbage	faced	a	problem,	however,	because	the	authorities	of	the	City	of	London	had	decided	that	they	did	not	want	theatres	within	their	jurisdiction.	The	Oracle	at	Delphi	was	probably	the	most	famous	of	these.God	of	prophecy,	music,	the	arts,	medicine	and	archery.An	ancient	(and	modern)	city	in	Greece.
Much	of	this	art	was	commissioned	by	the	Church,	for	the	decoration	of	cathedrals,	churches,	chapels	and	altars.	They	are	responsible	for	electing	a	new	Pope,	and	they	meet	regularly	with	him	in	council.The	Bible	describes	God	as	the	unique	supreme	being,	creator	and	ruler	of	the	universe.The	practice	in	the	medieval	Christian	Church	of	issuing
pardons,	in	return	for	acts	of	giving	or	pilgrimage	to	holy	places,	which	were	believed	to	reduce	part	of	the	punishment	which	individuals	would	have	been	due	to	suffer	in	Purgatory.An	individual's	sincere	acknowledgement	of	their	guilt,	sinfulness	and	desire	to	seek	forgiveness,	especially	the	forgiveness	of	God.Someone	who	disobeys	God's	will	by
their	actions	or	failure	to	act.	On	most	of	the	occasions	when	this	image	occurs,	the	idea	of	rising	is	accompanied	by	its	opposite,	as	in	this	example	from	the	Chorus'	opening	speech:	Till	swollen	with	cunning	of	a	self-conceit,	His	waxen	wings	did	mount	above	his	reach,	And	melting	heavens	conspired	his	overthrow.	The	sacred	writings	of	Judaism
(the	Hebrew	Bible).	quasi	vestigas	nostras	insistere	‘As	if	to	tread	(or	follow)	in	my	footsteps.'	he	speaks	Dutch	fustian	Double	cloth,	i.e.,	double	Dutch,	or	nonsense.	These	also	form	the	first	part	of	the	Christian	Bible.A	great	debate	on	why,	if	God	is	just	and	good,	he	allows	innocent	people	to	suffer	(theodicy);	recognised	as	a	literary	masterpiece	for
the	wealth	and	energy	of	its	language	and	the	power	of	its	thoughtEssentially	the	hymn	book	of	the	Jerusalem	temple,	expressing	the	whole	range	of	human	emotion,	from	dark	depression	to	exuberant	joy;	many	attributed	to	David.
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