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How	to	respond	to	shalom	in	hebrew

Goodbye	Thank	you.	Have	a	nice	weekend	Here	is	a	statement	often	made	on	a	Friday.	You	must	have	heard	how	compliments	are	used	to	begin	conversations.	If	you	have	heard	of	Shalom	and	you	wonder	what	it	means	or	how	to	respond	to	it,	you	have	found	your	answers.	However,	you	can’t	use	this	as	a	parting	word.	Sit	back	and	relax,	as	you	watch
them	unfold.	You	can	use	this	response	at	any	time,	including	arrival	and	departure.	It	is	one	of	the	words	said	to	be	similar	to	‘Shalom’	in	the	introduction.	You	may	wonder	how	you	are	meant	to	respond	to	this	but	you	are	not	meant	to.	As	mentioned	earlier,	‘Shalom’	can	respond	to	‘Shalom’.	This	can	be	used	to	respond	to	Goodbye.	However,	can
‘Welcome’	be	a	response	to	‘Welcome’?	Feels	great	to	see	you.	The	greeting	is	more	common	among	Ashkenazi	Jews.	It	technically	isn’t	but	it	may	just	be	the	last	word	you	say	when	you	are	parting	ways	with	a	person.	It	signals	the	arrival	of	the	Shabbat,	welcoming	the	angels	who	accompany	a	person	home	on	the	eve	of	the	Shabbat.	The	question	is
often	used	to	imply	that	you	would	love	the	person	to	stay	a	bit	longer.	You	can	say	‘Greetings	in	response	to	Shalom	when	you	arrive	at	a	person’s	place.	They	talk	about	how	long	it	has	been	since	they	had	a	conversation	or	saw	each	other.	This	includes	tasks	such	as	cooking	and	driving.	What’s	the	word?	You	can	also	say	this	when	you	are	leaving
someone	else’s	place.	What’s	up?	Say	this	as	a	response	to	‘Goodbye’	or	any	parting	word,	including	Shalom.	There	is	also	the	option	to	say	‘Have	a	great	night’s.	Since	the	two	words	mean	the	same	thing,	it	is	understandable	to	say	‘Goodbye’	in	response	to	‘Shalom’	but	only	when	‘Shalom’	is	being	used	on	departure.	It	makes	sense	when	you	are
parting	ways	with	a	person	at	night	or	one	of	you	is	going	to	bed.	What	can’t	you	do	on	Shabbat?	Or	if	you	are	really	sophisticated,	Moadim	l’simcha,	which	means	“festivals	for	joy.”	You	may	also	hear	“gut	yuntuv,”	same	for	“gut	yom	tov”	meaning	happy	holiday	in	hebrew.	YiddishThe	Hebrew	phrase	עליכם	שלום	(shalom	aleichem)	literally	means	“[May]
peace	[be]	upon	you!”,	and	is	a	greeting	in	traditional	Hebrew	and	Yiddish.	A	person	can	say	Shalom	while	leaving	your	home,	then	you	can	say	this	to	him	or	her.	You	look	so	good	It	is	not	strange	that	compliments	can	also	be	used	as	greeting	words.	The	appropriate	response	is	“Aleichem	Shalom”	( םֹולָׁש 	 םֶכיֵלֲע )	or	“Upon	you	be	peace.”	(cognate	with	the
Arabic-language	“assalamu	alaikum”	meaning	“The	peace	[of	]	be	upon	you.)”	What	is	the	reply	of	Shabbat	Shalom?	You	are	only	saying	this	because	you	have	to	end	the	chat	in	the	meantime.	Shalom,	in	this	context,	has	been	used	to	welcome	you.	Feels	great	to	see	you	This	can	be	seen	as	the	opposite	of	‘it	was	nice	having	you	around’.	One	of	you
probably	has	to	do	something	quickly	but	is	not	leaving	the	surroundings.	Shalom	however	can	be	used	idiomatically	as	a	greeting	word.	‘What’s	up?’	is	now	used	as	a	greeting	word.	You	can	say	this	when	welcoming	a	person	to	a	place.	Yes…..Ken.	The	phrase	“oy	vey”	is	probably	one	of	the	most	common	Yiddish	expressions	known	today.	What	does	Kol
Tuv	mean?	Similarly,	Indian	words	and	Chinese	words	are	not	expected	to	be	used	everywhere.	It	may	come	in	toward	the	end	of	the	conversation.	Ciao	‘Ciao’	is	a	Spanish,	Italian,	and	English	greeting	word.	While	a	question	may	not	seem	right	for	this	context,	we	may	not	consider	‘What’s	up?’	a	question	here.	This	is	because	‘Shalom’	is	simply	a
greeting	word	with	no	particular	translation,	just	like	‘Hey’.	All	the	best“All	the	best”	(JPS),	a	closing	or	farewell.	What	does	Shabbat	Shalom	Aleichem	mean?	You	can	only	say	this	at	night.	Since	Shalom	is	a	greeting	word,	all	you	have	to	do	is	respond	with	another	greeting	word	and	the	conversation	proceeds.	A	typical	response	to	Shalom	is	‘Greetings’.
‘Welcome’	is	what	you	say	to	a	person	who	is	arriving.	Shalom	See	you	around.	This	is	similar	to	‘What’s	up?’	but	it	is	often	answered.	While	compliments	can	come	towards	the	end	of	a	conversation,	it	would	be	very	weird	to	say	so	after	the	discussion	is	ended.	It	automatically	translates	to	Peace,	tranquility,	prosperity,	harmony,	and	welfare.	Have	a
great	day	‘Have	a	great	day’	is	a	phrase	used	to	end	a	conversation	or	part	ways	with	a	person.	The	plural	form	“ םֶכיֵלֲע ​”	is	used	even	when	addressing	one	person.	When	the	sun	sets	on	Saturday	night	(and	you	can	see	three	stars	in	the	sky),	the	Sabbath	is	over.	‘Shalom’	can	be	used	to	wish	you	peace.	When	used	as	a	stand-alone	interrogatory,	the	phrase
means	“What’s	that?”	Add	another	word	or	phrase	and	it	can	turn	into	“What	is,”	as	in	“Mah	zeh	Bamba?”	But	while	that’s	a	proper	use	of	the	phrase,	you	won’t	ever	actually	hear	an	Israeli	child	asking	what	Bamba	is,	since	it	is	not	uncommon	for	one	of	a	sabra	baby’s	What	does	Yalla	mean	in	Hebrew?	‘Thank	you’	isn’t	a	greeting	word	either	but	it	may
be	one	of	the	first	statements	you	make	when	you	are	being	greeted	by	a	person.	(The	feminine	form	of	this	word	is	“tithadshi.”)	There	isn’t	a	really	a	good	English	equivalent,	because	there’s	no	specific	way	of	congratulating	people	on	getting	new	things—but	you	can	always	say,	“Congratulations,	enjoy	it!”Yasher	Koach	[Pronounced	Ya-shair	Ko-
akh]When	someone	has	an	aliyah	(is	called	up	to	the	Torah	during	a	service)	or	reads	from	the	Torah,	or	does	some	public	ritual	in	the	synagogue,	one	traditional	thing	to	say	is	“Yasher	koach,”	may	your	strength	increase.	This	may	sound	a	bit	awkward	to	some	people	but	it	shouldn’t	be	if	the	other	person	knows	what	‘Shalom’	means.	GREETINGS
COURTESIES	Hello,	good-bye	or	peace…..Shalom.	You	can	use	Hello	to	start	a	conversation	face-to-face	or	over	the	phone.	This	literally	means,	“How	do	you	do?”	Recent	post:		What	Are	The	75	Books	Removed	From	The	Bible?What	religion	is	Shabbat	Shalom?	Recent	post:		How	Do	You	Spell	Yeshiva?What	does	Oy	vey	smear	mean?	What	does	La	Heim
mean?	Like	Shalom,	you	can	say	‘Hey’	in	the	morning	and	at	night.	Thank	you	for	having	me.	Shabbat	(/ʃəˈbæt/,	/ʃəˈbɑːt/,	or	/ʃəˈbʌt/;	Hebrew:	 תָּבַׁש ,	romanized:	Šabat,	[ʃa’bat],	lit.	30	Best	Responses	To	Shalom	Hey	Peace	be	unto	you.	You	can	repeat,	“shavua	tov!”	to	them	right	back.Shana	Tovah	[Prounounced	Shaa-nah	Toh-vah]Traditional	greetings	on
Rosh	Hashanah	include,	“L’Shana	Tovah	tikatevu,”	which	means,	May	you	be	inscribed	for	a	good	year,	or	just	“Shana	Tovah,”	which	means	“a	good	year.”	Some	say	“Happy	New	Year!”	or	“a	happy	and	healthy	New	Year.”	You	might	also	hear	people	greet	one	another	during	Rosh	Hashanah	in	Yiddish,	“Gut	Yom	Tov,”	meaning,	happy	holiday.Gamar
hatimah	tova	(gmar	tov)	[Pronounced	ga-mar	ha-ti-mah	toh-vah]A	traditional	of	the	Jewish	greetings	for	Yom	Kippur	is	“Gamar	hatimah	tovah.”	Some	say	“Gmar	tov,”	meaning	a	good	completion	to	your	inscription	(in	the	book	of	life).	Just	like	that.	READ:		How	Do	You	Respond	to	Looking	Forward	to	It?	Till	we	meet	This	is	similar	to	saying	‘See	you
later’.	Have	a	nice	week.	Can	you	say	Shabbat	Shalom	on	Sunday?	No…..Lo.	Thank	you…..Todah.	All	day	Friday	and	during	the	Sabbath,	greeting	people	with	the	words	that	wish	them	a	peaceful	Sabbath	is	customary:	Shabbat	Shalom	(shah-baht	shah-lohm;	have	peaceful	Sabbath).	Here	are	some	traditional	…	If	someone	says	Shabbat	Shalom	to	you,
the	most	appropriate	response	is	“Aleichem	Shalom.”	This	means	“Upon	you	be	peace”	in	Hebrew.	Now	on	to	the	Sabbath-related	greetings.	Have	a	nice	weekend.	Hello	You	look	so	good.	Ma	nishma.	You	can	walk	up	to	a	person	with	this	as	your	first	statement.	What	language	is	Shalom	Aleichem?	This	is	typically	said	on	Sukkot	and	Simchat	Torah,
Purim	and	Shavuot.	Be	blessed	‘Shalom’	is	not	a	greeting	word	you	can	hear	everywhere.	Have	a	nice	week	People	often	say	this	on	a	Sunday,	as	Monday	is	believed	to	start	off	a	new	week.	Stay	alive	This	is	not	an	exactly	correct	greeting	or	parting	word.	A	person	can	say	Shalom	to	you	on	a	Friday.	Aleichem	Shalom.	It	can	also	be	used	at	any	time	of
day.	While	it	really	is	a	welfare	question,	it	is	one	of	those	that	have	been	used	excessively	at	the	beginning	of	conversations,	making	it	lose	its	capability	to	receive	honest	or	well-thought	answers.	‘rest’	or	‘cessation’)	or	the	Sabbath,	also	called	Shabbos	(Yiddish:	שבת)	by	Ashkenazim,	is	Judaism’s	day	of	rest	on	the	seventh	day	of	the	week—i.e.,	Saturday.
He	or	she	may	be	going	on	a	journey	or	going	to	do	something	in	which	success	is	not	guaranteed.	If	a	person	says	‘Shalom’	while	parting	ways	with	you,	you	can	tell	him	or	her	to	‘Be	safe’.	It	can	really	be	said	for	any	holiday,	however.Shabbat	Shalom	Meaning	[Pronounced	sha-baht	sha-loam]The	most	traditional	greeting	on	Shabbat	is	the	easiest:
“Shabbat	Shalom”	meaning,	good	Sabbath!	You	might	also	hear	Gut	Shabbes,	which	is	Yiddish	for	good	Sabbath.	You	can	give	it	any	other	meaning	you	desire	but	the	afterlife	will	be	the	first	thing	that	springs	up	in	the	mind	of	whoever	you	say	this	too.	my	soulNeshama	sheli	–	‘my	soul‘	–	has	become	a	popular	term	of	endearment	among	Israelis.	What	is
the	difference	between	Shabbat	and	Shabbos?	You	can	also	say	‘Good	afternoon’	or	‘Good	evening’,	depending	on	what	time	it	is.	Recent	post:		Who	Wrote	The	Torah	And	Talmud?What	do	you	say	after	Shabbat?	This	can	be	a	response	to	Shalom	since	it	is	also	a	parting	word.	It	is	a	way	to	reciprocate	the	greeting	and	…	Shalom	aleichem	(shah-LOME
ah-LAY-khem):	A	fuller	greeting	than	a	simple	shalom	is	the	phrase	shalom	aleichem,	which	means	“peace	be	upon	you.”	The	traditional	response	is	to	reverse	the	words	and	say	it	back:	aleichem	shalom.	Ask	this	question	when	a	visitor	says	Shalom	to	imply	‘Goodbye’.	Saying	Good	Sabbath	or	Good	Shabbes	is	a	great	way	of	greeting	someone	on
Shabbat	without	speaking	Hebrew.	The	first	word	Ma	means,	“what.”	Next,	we	have	Shlomech,	which	in	English	literally	means,	“your	health.”	All	together,	we	have	Ma	shlomech?	They	can	be	used	on	arrival	but	not	on	departure.	You	may	also	use	this	question	to	ask	what	a	person	wants	to	tell	you.	Schoolmates	say	this	to	one	another,	and	so	do
workmates.	It	is	not	used	to	start	conversations	because	it	would	sound	really	weird.	Here	are	some	traditional	Hebrew	or	Yiddish	responses	and	their	meanings—and	a	virtual	pat	on	the	back.	Another	special	thing	about	‘Hey’	is	it	can	be	used	at	any	time	of	day.	Have	a	great	night		We	have	spoken	of	‘Have	a	great	day’.	It	was	nice	having	you	around	We
use	this	often	to	show	that	we	appreciate	the	presence	of	a	person	in	our	homes.	Good	morning…..Boker	tov.	Peace	be	unto	you	‘Shalom’	also	means	‘Peace’	so	you	can	say	the	same	thing	back	by	wishing	him	or	her	peace.	Sholem	Aleichem	Occupation	Writer	Language	Yiddish	Genre	Novels,	short	stories,	plays	Literary	movement	Yiddish	revival	How	do
you	greet	someone	in	Hebrew?	all	in	order’,	more	commonly	בסדר	הכל	hakol	beseder	‘everything	is	in	order,	everything	is	OK‘	What	does	Mah	koreh	mean?	Thank	you	Is	‘Thank	you’	a	parting	word?	Aleichem	Shalom.	Or	try	Happy	Pesach	(Hebrew	for	Passover)	or	Happy	Passover.	Ever	hear	someone	use	Jewish	greetings	and	aren’t	sure	what	it	means	or
how	to	respond?	No,	that	sounds	preposterous	and	is	definitely	incorrect.	Till	we	meet.	You	can	consider	it	an	alternative	to	‘Hey’,	being	similarly	well-known	and	having	the	same	usage.	You	can	also	call	a	person’s	attention	without	necessarily	having	a	conversation	with	him	or	her.	Hey	‘Hey’	is	a	greeting	word	that	is	used	for	starting	conversations.
You	can	use	this	on	arrival	or	on	departure.	|	27	Best	RepliesGood	morning	Here	is	one	way	to	respond	to	Shalom	in	the	morning.	When	you	say	‘See	you	later’	to	a	person,	it	means	you	are	parting	ways	but	will	definitely	choose	to	meet	again.	It	is	simply	a	good	wish	and	is	often	used	as	a	parting	word.	It	means	you	may	meet	again	but	you	have	no	plan
to	contact	each	other	for	a	meetup.	Greetings	This	is	the	response	suggested	in	the	introduction	but	it	doesn’t	work	in	every	situation.	You	can	say	it	when	a	conversation	is	over	so	it	can	be	a	response	to	‘Shalom’.	See	you	later.	READ:		20	Best	Responses	to	"Fight	Me"When	you	say	‘See	you	soon’,	you	are	either	on	your	way	to	the	person	you	are	talking
to	or	you	will	be	coming	back	to	the	person	you	are	talking	to.	It	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	you	won’t	be	seeing	the	person	throughout	the	week,	however.	You	can	also	say	this	when	you	are	being	welcomed.	Neither	do	we	say	this	before	the	conversation	is	over	or	before	the	visitor	chooses	to	leave.	See	you	later	Can	you	tell	the	difference	between	the
two	(often-interchangeably	used)	phrases,	‘See	you	soon’	and	‘See	you	later’?	Hello	Here	is	another	one	like	‘Hey’.	Shalom	is	very	similar	to	greeting	words	like	‘Good	day’,	‘Ciao’,	and	‘Cheers’.	You	can	use	both	as	a	response	to	Shalom	but	it	depends	on	what	you	mean.	CHRISTIANS	CELEBRATING	THE	SABBATH	Shabbat	Shalom!	For	centuries	the
Jewish	people	have	greeted	each	other	with	this	wonderful	phrase	on	their	special	day	of	rest–	the	Sabbath.	If	you	can	say	Ciao	as	a	response	to	Ciao	and	Shalom	as	a	response	to	Shalom,	you	can	also	use	Ciao	as	a	response	to	Shalom	and	vice-versa.	You	don’t	need	to	hear	Shalom	to	say	this	back,	however.	It	was	nice	having	you	around.	Starting	on
Saturday	night,	people	often	wish	each	other	“shavua	tov,”	meaning	“a	good	week,”	as	a	wish	for	the	coming	week.	These	words,	including	Shalom,	can	be	used	to	greet	both	on	arrival	and	on	departure.	This	is	because	you	both	may	come	across	each	other	at	any	time	while	just	walking	around.	Let’s	goYalla	(יאללה)	Depending	on	your	tone	of	voice	and
the	context,	it	can	mean	“Let’s	go”,	“Hurry	up”,	“See	you	later”,	“Ready	to	go?”,	“Let’s	do	it”…	the	variations	are	endless!	My	favorite	is	how	it	can	be	used	to	effectively	end	a	phone	conversation	once	you’ve	said	what	you	need	to	say;	“Yalla,	bye”.	‘Shalom’	can	also	be	a	response	to	Goodbye	but	it	is	only	recommended	if	you	are	talking	to	a	Hebrew	or
someone	who	knows	the	language.	It	is	often	used	as	a	parting	word.	what	is	happening?A	common	greeting	that	is	also	a	useful	phrase	is	“what’s	going	on”	or	“what’s	new??”	in	Hebrew:	mah	koreh	(mah	kor-EH),	literally	“what	is	happening?”	Mah	nishma	(mah	nish-MAH)	is	a	good	alternative,	literally	“what	do	you	hear”,	the	phrase	is	used	to	ask
“what’s	new?”	If	you	really	want	to	impress,	go	for	the	What	does	Ma	Shlomech	mean?	This	form	of	greeting	is	traditional	among	Jews	throughout	the	world.	Otherwise,	you	would	be	indirectly	telling	your	visitor	to	get	out	of	your	home.	It’s	something	to	say	to	couples	getting	married	(or	their	anniversary),	parents	of	children	becoming	bar	or	bat
mitzvah,	and	new	parents	(but	not	to	be	said	to	expecting	parents).	to	do	certain	things	for	Shabbat.	You	can	say	this	when	a	person	is	leaving	your	place	or	when	you	are	going	your	separate	ways.	You	are	not	meant	to	respond	to	Shalom	when	it	means	‘Peace	a	Harmony’.	Shalom	is	a	Hebrew	word,	used	to	refer	to	the	end	of	wars	and	hostilities.	A
person	can	say	Shalom	to	you	at	night	and	this	response	will	fit	in	perfectly.	If	someone	says	that	to	you,	reply,	“Baruch	tihiyeh”—or	just,	“Thanks!”Sad	OccasionsNext	time,	at	a	simchah[Pronounced	sim-kha]When	you	see	someone	you	love	at	a	sad	occasion	like	a	funeral,	what	do	you	say?	Compliments	can	only	be	used	at	the	beginning	of	conversations.
You	can	say	this	when	leaving	a	person	if	you	have	agreed	to	come	back	to	meet	the	person.	Others	say	“Shanah	tovah”	or	Happy	New	Year,	and	some	say	“Tzom	kal”	or	have	an	easy	fast.Happy	Hanukkah	[Pronounced	Ha-noo-kah]The	big	challenge	here	for	many	English-speakers	is	that	initial	heavy	H	sound,	like	the	J	in	Jose	or	the	ch	in	Loch	Ness.	It
can	respond	to	all	parting	words,	including	Shalom.	‘Shalom’	however	does	not	simply	mean	‘Welcome’.	If	you	feel	uncomfortable	pronouncing	that,	say,	“I’m	so	happy	for	you.”Mazel	tov	[Pronounced	mah-zel	tohv]Though	this	expression	means	literally	good	luck	(or	“a	good	sign”),	it’s	always	used	to	mean	congratulations.	‘The	other	side’	is	often	used	to
mean	the	‘afterlife’.	In	response	to	that,	they	can	say	‘Welcome’	to	you.	It	is	okay	to	appreciate	it	by	saying	‘Thank	you’.	Thank	you	for	having	me	After	saying	Goodbye	and	standing	up	to	leave	someone’s	house,	he	or	she	may	say	Shalom	as	a	response.	Then	you	can	thank	your	host	for	harboring	you	in	his	or	her	place.	Usually,	the	father	cuts	the
Challah	and/or	says	the	Kiddush	(the	blessing	over	the	wine),	but	this	is	not	necessary.	What	does	mah	zeh	mean	in	Hebrew?	‘Good	morning’	is	a	simple	greeting	word	that	is	often	used	to	start	conversations.	This	is	similar	to	saying	‘Hey’	in	response	to	‘Hey’.	They	don’t	have	the	baby	yet.	No	work	is	to	be	done	on	Shabbat.	Orthodox	Jews	stick	closely	to
tradition	and	try	to	observe	Shabbat	wherever	they	are	in	the	world	by	not	working	and	not	lighting	candles	after	sunset	on	Friday.	Ciao	Be	blessed.	You	don’t	really	have	to	say	anything,	just	be	there	and	listen.	We	say	this	to	welcome	one	another	or	say	goodbye	to	Shabbat.Shavua	Tov	[Pronounced	Sha-voo-ah	Tohv]Shabbat	officially	ends	when	there
are	three	stars	in	the	sky	on	Saturday	night.	If	you	won’t	be	seeing	him	through	the	weekend,	you	can	say	this.	You	may	also	just	say	this	when	ending	a	conversation	with	someone	who	leaves	in	your	neighborhood.	READ:		20	Best	Replies	to	"Que	Haces"It’s	been	a	while	Here	is	another	way	people	greet	one	another.	Some	close	Shabbat	with	the	short
ceremony	of	Havdalah,	meaning	“separation,”	to	mark	the	separation	of	Shabbat	from	the	rest	of	the	week.	Its	meaning	is	probably	most	similar	to	the	English	“Oh	no!”	and	it	expresses	despair	or	complaint.	“Oy	vey	is	mir”	translates	as	“Oh	woe	is	me,”	and	is	simply	an	expansion	of	the	expression.	(That’s	why	the	holiday	is	sometimes	spelled	Chanukah.)
Say	Happy	Hanukkah,	do	your	best	with	the	initial	guttural	h,	smile,	don’t	worry	and	celebrate	Hanukkah.Happy	Purim	[Pronounced	poo-rim]The	best	greeting	is	Happy	Purim!	Some	say	Chag	Sameach,	meaning	Happy	Holiday	or	Purim	Sameach	which	means	Happy	Purim!	This	is	a	very	fun,	festive	holiday	and	it’s	all	about	the	happy.Happy	Pesach	or
Passover	[Pronounced	pay-sakh]On	Passover,	some	people	say	“Hag	Sameah	v’	kasher”—have	a	happy	and	kosher	holiday.	Instead,	say	“b’sha’ah	tovah,”	or	“in	a	good	hour”—meaning	something	like,	I	hope	this	works	out	perfectly.	This	is	what	you	say	when	you	are	starting	a	conversation	with	a	person	face-to-face.	Stay	alive.	Be	safe.	There	is	a	Yiddish
expression,	“Oyf	simches”	which	means,	“Let’s	only	meet	at	happy	occasions.”	A	good	substitute	is,	“Glad	you	could	make	it,”	or	“Hope	the	next	time	we	meet	is	at	a	happier	occasion.”Ha-Makom	yinachem	etchem…	[Pronounced	Ha-ma-comb	yin-ahem	et-hem]There	is	a	traditional	Hebrew	phrase	to	say	at	funerals	and	houses	of	mourning,	“Ha-Makom	hu
yinachem	et	chem	b’toch	avlei	tsiyon	v’yerushalayim.”	It	means,	“May	the	Merciful	One	comfort	you	among	the	mourners	for	Zion	and	Jerusalem.”	It	seems	unlikely	you	will	need	to	say	this,	but	it’s	good	to	be	in	the	know.	In	the	spirit	of	both	those	elements	of	Sabbath’s	end,	it	is	traditional	to	wish	one	another	a	shavua	tov	right	after	havdalah.	Goodbye
If	Shalom	means	‘Goodbye’,	then	‘Goodbye’	can	also	be	assumed	to	mean	‘Shalom’.	When	a	person	greets	you	with	Shalom,	you	can	respond	with	this	statement.	Good	evening…..Erev	tov.	It	means	you	both	will	meet	but	neither	of	you	has	a	plan	for	when	next	to	meet.	aleichem	shalomThe	appropriate	response	is	aleichem	shalom	(“unto	you	peace”)
(Hebrew:	 םֹולָׁש 	 םֶכיֵלֲע ).	This	greeting	(and	closing)	is	used	between	Rosh	Hashanah	and	the	end	of	Yom	Kippur.	Welcome	Have	a	great	night.	It’s	just	at	a	later	time.	You	know	how	preposterous	it	would	sound	to	get	a	compliment	after	saying	‘Goodbye’.	It	implies	that	you	are	happy	to	see	the	person.	Happy	and	sad	lifecycle	moments,	Jewish	holidays,	and	other
occasions	all	have	Jewish	greetings	attached.	It	is	meant	to	be	‘till	the	next	day’	but	that’s	not	necessary.	However,	the	difference	between	the	two	greetings	words	is	Shalom	can	be	used	on	departure	while	Hey	can’t.	Shabbat	Shalom,	Son.	There	is	a	high	chance	that	the	person	greeting	you	with	Shalom	is	a	Jewish	person	or	someone	religious.
Sometimes,	we	say	‘Good	luck’	to	wish	a	person	good	luck.	What	does	Neshama	Sheli	mean?	If	we	will	be	using	the	Jewish	meaning	of	the	word,	giving	this	response	means	you	are	wishing	peace	upon	someone	else	who	has	wished	you	a	life	of	peace.	This	is	the	one	you	can	respond	to.	‘Goodbye’	is	also	one	of	the	parting	words	that	can	respond	to
themselves.	We	all	do	that.	See	you	soon…..L’hitra’ot.	You	can	always	say	this	if	the	conversation	is	happening	at	an	early	time	of	day	but	you	won’t	be	seeing	the	person	or	chatting	with	the	person	till	night	or	till	the	next	day.	Be	safe	This	is	similar	to	‘Stay	Alive’,	‘Good	luck’,	and	‘Peace	be	unto	you’.	Peace	be	upon	youShalom	Aleichem	(Hebrew:	 םֶכיֵלֲע 	 םֹולָׁש

‘Peace	be	upon	you‘)	is	a	traditional	song	sung	by	Jews	every	Friday	night	upon	returning	home	from	synagogue	prayer.	It	is	a	Jewish	word	so	it	will	be	more	common	among	the	Jews	and	related	people.	You	can	say	this	to	ask	for	a	person’s	welfare	or	what	he	or	she	is	up	to.	to	lifeL’chaim!	This	Hebrew	word	meaning	“to	life”	is	oft-	heard	when	toasting
health	and	happiness.	What’s	up?…..	This	is	because	they	don’t	expect	to	see	each	other	till	the	next	week	so	the	statement	implies	‘Have	a	nice	time	till	we	meet	again’.	Not	only	does	it	begin	conversations	but	also	calls	attention.	See	you	around	When	you	say	you	will	see	a	person	around,	then	it	means	you	will	see	the	person	around.	This	statement	is
meant	to	be	made	when	ending	a	face-to-face	conversation	with	neither	of	the	participants	leaving	the	surroundings.	Greetings	It’s	been	a	while.	This	is	often	said	as	a	greeting	word.	Good	luck	We	use	‘Good	luck’	in	two	ways.	Shalom	may	be	used	to	get	your	attention	so	you	can	say	‘What’s	the	word’	to	simply	ask	what	the	person	wants	with	you.	Like
the	similar	phrases	mentioned	above,	it	is	a	good	wish	on	the	person	you	are	parting	with.	In	other	words,	neither	of	you	is	actually	leaving	when	you	say	this.	See	you	on	the	other	side	This	one	sounds	like	a	curse	but	take	it	as	a	joke.	Say	this	when	you	are	parting	ways	with	your	close	friends.	See	you	on	the	other	side.	everything	is	in	order,	everything
is	OKבסדר	כל	‘lit.	You	may	also	say	‘Hello’	and	have	‘What’s	up’	as	the	response.	Except	to	mean	Peace,	Ciao	can	be	used	in	every	way	you	can	think	of	using	Shalom.	Are	you	leaving	already?	It	is	similar	to	how	welfare	questions	begin	conversations.	Good	luck.	If	someone	says	“Congratulations!”	to	you	when	you	say	you	are	going	to	a	friend’s	wedding,
say,	“Thanks,”	not,	“It’s	not	my	wedding,	you	goofball.”You	might	also	hear	some	wise	guy	yell	“Mazel	tov”	in	a	Jewish	delicatessen	when	someone	drops	dishes.	Saying	this	means	you	are	greeting	back.	Shalom	Shalom	is	a	good	enough	response	for	‘Shalom’.	That’s	because,	at	Jewish	weddings,	it’s	traditional	to	break	a	glass	and	sometimes	also	a
plate.Tithadesh	or	tithadshi	[Pronounced	Teet-ha-desh	or	Teet-had-she]When	your	friend	gets	new	clothes,	a	new	house,	or	a	new	car,	there	is	a	special	way	to	congratulate	them—“Tithadesh,”	may	it	renew	you.	The	word	is	used	to	greet	people	both	on	arrival	and	on	departure.	If	you	feel	uncomfortable	pronouncing	that,	you	can	say,	“Good	job”	and
shake	their	hand.	בני	שלום,	שבת.	You	might	even	hear	people	saying	this	through	Sunday.	How	do	you	say	Shabbat	shalom	in	Hebrew?	This	can	respond	to	Shalom	if	the	word	has	been	used	to	greet	a	person.	The	person	uses	a	different	greeting	word	and	‘Welcome’	is	not	considerable.	You’re	doing	fine!The	most	common	of	all	the	Jewish	greetings	is
Shalom,	a	Hebrew	word	that	means	hello,	goodbye	and	peace.Happy	OccasionsB’chatzlacha!	[Pronounced	be-hatz-la-kha]This	means	good	luck!B’sha’ah	tovah	[Pronounced	be-sha-ah	toe-vah]Don’t	say	mazel	tov	when	someone	says	they	are	pregnant.	This	is	what	makes	it	similar	to	‘Shalom’.	What	does	hakol	Beseder	mean?	It’s	also	a	nice	thing	to	say	to
someone	who	has	a	birthday,	gets	a	new	job,	or	a	new	car.One	thing	that	makes	the	Jewish	subculture	a	little	different	from	the	dominant	culture	is	that	it’s	typical	to	congratulate	the	parents,	siblings,	and	friends	of	people	getting	married,	having	a	baby	or	watching	their	relative	become	bar	or	bat	mitzvah.	You	can	say	‘Hey’	when	you	want	to	begin	a
chat,	whether	you	are	interacting	face-to-face	or	you	are	sending	a	text	message.	While	the	Sabbath	is	central	in	Jewish	life,	many	Christians	are	being	called	by	God	to	discover	the	Jewish	roots	of	their	faith.	Saying	‘Stay	alive’	is	very	similar	to	saying	‘Peace	be	unto	you’	or	‘good	luck’.	It	is	not	always	honest	though.	‘Ciao’	starts	and	ends	conversations.
Have	a	great	day.	You	can	also	call	a	person’s	attention	with	this	just	to	pass	on	one	message,	without	actually	having	a	conversation	with	him	or	her.	‘Good	luck’	is	another	way	to	say	‘Goodbye’.	It	came	to	be	used	during	the	entire	Sabbath,	not	just	after	the	Saturday	morning	prayer,	and	was	eventually	divided	into	a	greeting	and	response,	the	first
person	saying	“Shabbat	shalom!”	and	the	one	responding,	“Shabbat	shalom	u’mevorakh!”	What	is	the	proper	reply	to	Shalom?	It	is	a	greeting	word	so	you	can	use	it	to	greet	people	when	you	arrive	at	a	place.	Or	say,	“I’m	sorry.”May	their	memory	be	a	blessingWhen	expressing	condolences,	a	common	Jewish	saying	is	“May	his/her	memory	be	a
blessing.”	This	can	go	along	with	“Sorry	for	your	loss.”For	more	about	what	to	say	when	you	visit	a	house	of	mourning,	see	“How	to	Pay	a	Shiva	Call,”	and	our	booklet,	Mourning	the	loss	of	a	Jewish	loved	one.Times	of	DayBoker	tov	[Pronounced	bo-ker	Tohv]Literally,	“good	morning.”	Nice	replies	are	“boker	tov”	right	back,	or	“boker	or,”	meaning
“morning	light.”Erev	tov	[Pronounced	air-ev	Tohv]Literally,	“good	evening.”	You	can	reply	“erev	tov”	right	back.Lilah	Tov	[Pronounced	Lie-Lah	Tohv]Literally,	“good	night.”	An	appropriate	response	is	to	say	“lilah	tov”	back.Happy	Holidays	In	HebrewFor	more	on	holidays,	see	our	Jewish	Holidays	Cheat	Sheet.Chag	Sameach	Meaning	[Pronounced	KHAHG
sah-MAY-ach](Happy	holiday)	with	a	heavy	guttural	h	at	the	beginning	of	the	first	word	and	the	end	of	the	second.	There	is	really	no	requirement	for	the	father,	mother,	grandfather,	etc.	Anyone	in	the	family	can	cut	the	Challah,	say	the	Kiddush,	light	the	candles,	etc.	Good	morning.	A	religious	way	to	answer	is	‘Be	blessed’.	Welcome	We	already	know
‘Shalom’	can	also	mean	‘Welcome’.	While	‘Greetings’	is	okay	to	say	when	you	arrive	at	a	place,	it	cannot	be	used	to	start	just	any	conversation	or	as	a	parting	word.	Just	as	the	question	did	not	intend	to	get	a	response,	you	will	most	likely	be	giving	an	impulsive	answer.	It	is	never	used	as	a	greeting	word.
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