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Samsung	Galaxy	S10+	(Image	credit:	Andrew	Martonik	/	Android	Central)	There	are	certain	aspects	of	our	phone	that	we've	come	to	expect.	The	home	screen	is	a	customizable	canvas	that	we	can	add	apps	and	widgets	to,	the	app	drawer	houses	all	of	the	applications	that	are	downloaded,	and	the	lock	screen	shows	the	time	and	notifications	without
giving	you	full	access	to	the	rest	of	your	phone.The	lock	screen	is	a	great	way	to	stay	informed	about	messages,	calls,	emails,	etc.,	while	also	adding	a	helpful	layer	of	security	to	your	device.	However,	if	you	don't	care	about	the	lock	screen	and	find	it	does	nothing	more	than	slow	you	down,	it	is	possible	to	disable	it.We'll	talk	more	about	whether	or
not	this	is	a	good	idea	below,	but	first	thing's	first,	here's	what	the	process	for	disabling	the	lock	screen	on	Android	looks	like.Open	the	Settings	on	your	phone.Tap	Security.Tap	Screen	lock.Source:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	CentralEnter	your	PIN/password.Tap	None.Tap	Yes,	remove.Source:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	CentralNow,	any	time	you	wake	up	your
Android	phone,	you'll	instantly	be	taken	to	the	home	screen.Similarly,	if	you	ever	find	yourself	wanting	to	re-enable	the	lock	screen,	just	follow	the	above	steps	again	and	choose	whether	you	want	to	lock	your	phone	with	a	Swipe,	Pattern,	PIN,	or	Password.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)As	you	can	see,	disabling	the
lock	screen	on	your	Android	phone	is	a	pretty	easy	task.	However,	since	this	is	removing	an	important	level	of	security	from	your	device,	is	it	something	you	should	do?That	all	comes	down	on	you	to	decide.Anytime	you	make	something	less	secure,	you	are	technically	making	it	more	vulnerable	to	being	tampered	with.	If	someone	snatches	your	phone
and	there's	no	lock	screen	to	protect	it,	they	have	instant	access	to	all	of	your	apps,	contacts,	and	other	personal	information.From	that	perspective,	it	probably	makes	sense	for	most	people	to	leave	their	lock	screen	enabled.	Even	if	it's	just	a	four-digit	PIN	that's	easy	for	you	to	remember,	something	is	better	than	nothing	at	all.At	the	same	time,	if	you
really	don't	like	the	lock	screen	and	place	a	lot	of	value	on	getting	to	your	home	screen	as	quickly	as	possible,	you're	more	than	welcome	to	disable	it.	So	long	as	you're	aware	that	doing	this	makes	your	phone	less	secure,	being	booted	right	to	the	home	screen	when	you	press	the	power	button	is	pretty	cool.	Fingerprint	sensors	and	face	unlock
systems	have	helped	to	speed	up	the	act	of	getting	past	the	lock	screen,	so	also	keep	that	in	mind	before	totally	removing	it.Why	you	(and	your	family)	should	be	using	two-factor	authentication	and	a	password	manager	Just	because	your	iPhone	is	locked	with	a	passcode	or	Touch	ID	doesn’t	mean	it’s	safe	from	prying	eyes	and	fingers.	From	text
message	notifications	to	Siri,	your	phone’s	lock	screen	is	brimming	with	alerts,	features,	and	settings	that	anyone	can	tamper	with,	even	after	you’ve	locked	your	handset.	Luckily,	iOS	has	plenty	of	settings	that	can	help	lock	down	your	phone’s	lock	screen.	For	example,	you	can	keep	sensitive	notifications	hidden,	disable	controls	that	could	put	your
lost	phone	in	airplane	mode,	turn	off	lock-screen	access	to	Siri,	and	more.	Turn	off	lock	screen	notifications	You’d	probably	never	dream	of	letting	a	stranger	rifle	through	your	text	messages	and	email	inbox,	but	that’s	what	could	happen	if	you	allow	apps	like	Messages	and	Mail	to	put	alerts	on	your	iPhone’s	lock	screen.	It’s	even	possible	to	reply	to	a
text	message	or	trash	a	mail	message	directly	from	the	notification,	even	if	your	iPhone	is	locked.	Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	If	you	don’t	want	your	latest	text	messages	showing	up	on	your	iPhone’s	lock	screen,	make	sure	to	disable	lock	screen	alerts	for	the	Messages	app.	If	you’re	worried	about	the	wrong	people	seeing	notifications	from	Messages,	Mail,
and	other	applications	on	your	iPhone’s	lock	screen,	consider	turning	off	lock	screen	notifications	for	your	most	sensitive	apps.	Tap	Settings	>	Notifications	to	see	a	(probably	massive)	list	of	app	the	apps	installed	on	your	iOS	device.	Tap	an	app,	then	switch	off	the	Show	on	Lock	Screen	setting	to	keep	the	app’s	notifications	from	appearing	on	your
lock	screen.	Unfortunately,	there’s	no	way	to	turn	off	all	lock	screen	notifications	at	once.	Swipe	from	left	to	right	on	your	locked	iPhone	screen,	and	you—or	anyone	else	who’s	got	your	device—can	see	your	Today	widgets.	That	means,	depending	on	the	widgets	you’ve	installed,	they	could	check	your	calendar,	peek	at	your	Mail	inbox,	speed	dial	your
favorite	contacts,	and	more.	Some	apps	are	sensitive	about	what	they	show	when	your	iPhone	is	locked—Activity,	for	example,	and	Find	My	Friends,	won’t	show	anything	in	their	widgets	until	you	unlock	the	phone.		Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	Your	widgets	will	be	accessible	to	anyone	who	has	your	iPhone	until	you	turn	off	lock	screen	access	for	the	Today
View.	Also,	if	you	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	Today	view,	you’ll	see	a	running	tally	of	all	your	lock	screen	notifications,	neatly	organized	by	date.	Essentially,	it’s	a	history	of	your	important	app	activity	for	the	past	week,	all	there	for	anyone	to	see.	If	you	don’t	want	just	anyone	to	be	able	to	view	your	agenda	in	the	Today	view	or	past	app	alerts	in
Notifications,	you	can	tap	Settings	>	Touch	ID	&	Passcode,	scroll	down	to	the	Allow	Access	When	Locked	section,	then	uncheck	the	Today	View	and	Notifications	View	settings.	Keep	in	mind	that	even	with	the	Notifications	View	setting	unchecked	in	the	Allow	Access	When	Locked	section,	individual	lock-screen	notifications	for	your	apps	will	still
appear	on	the	lock	screen,	unless	you	disable	them	in	the	Notifications	settings	screen.	You	just	won’t	be	able	to	pull	down	the	list	of	all	your	notifications.		Turn	off	access	to	Control	Center	Flick	up	from	the	bottom	of	your	iPhone’s	lock	screen	and	you’ll	reveal	Control	Center,	a	panel	of	settings	and	controls	that	do	everything	from	toggling	your
airplane	and	Do	Not	Disturb	modes	to	setting	timers	and	turning	your	iPhone’s	LED	flash	into	a	flashlight.	Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	Don’t	want	a	thief	to	be	able	to	put	your	stolen	iPhone	into	airplane	mode?	Make	sure	to	block	access	to	the	iOS	Control	Center	from	the	lock	screen.	It’s	handy,	but	leaving	Control	Center	enabled	on	your	lock	screen	could
allow	an	iPhone	thief	to	put	your	stolen	device	into	airplane	mode,	rendering	your	lost	handset	untraceable	via	Find	My	iPhone.	If	you	don’t	want	anyone	messing	with	Control	Center	settings	on	your	locked	iPhone,	tap	Settings	>	Control	Center,	then	turn	off	the	Access	on	Lock	Screen	setting.	Block	access	to	Siri	Siri	can	perform	a	surprising	number
of	duties	even	when	your	iPhone	is	locked.	For	example,	she	can	rattle	off	your	agenda,	schedule	new	meetings,	create	reminders,	and	even	send	text	messages	to	contacts.	Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	There’s	an	easy	way	to	keep	Siri	from	chatting	with	strangers	from	the	lock	screen.	While	Siri	won’t	perform	sensitive	tasks	(such	as	reading	your	email)
without	a	passcode,	you	can,	if	you	wish,	block	access	to	Siri	completely	from	the	lock	screen.	Tap	Settings	>	Siri,	then	uncheck	the	Access	When	Locked	setting.	Turn	off	Wallet	access	If	you’re	an	Apple	Pay	user,	iOS	will	let	you	quickly	access	your	stored	credit	cards	from	your	iPhone	lock	screen	by	double-tapping	the	Home	button.	Ben	Patterson	/
IDG	Visit	the	Wallet	&	Apple	Pay	settings	screen	to	keep	your	stored	credit	cards	from	popping	up	on	your	iPhone’s	lock	screen.	While	you	can’t	actually	make	a	purchase	without	authenticating	with	Touch	ID	or	a	passcode,	you	may	not	want	your	Apple	Pay	cards	so	visible	from	the	lock	screen—or	perhaps	you’re	just	tired	of	your	credit	cards
popping	up	whenever	you	double-press	the	Home	button	by	accident.	To	block	lock	screen	access	to	your	iOS	Wallet,	tap	Settings	>	Wallet	&	Apple	Pay,	then	uncheck	the	Double-Click	Home	Button	setting.	Your	Wallet	will	still	come	up	when	you	hover	your	phone	over	an	Apple	Pay	terminal,	or	you	can	launch	Wallet	from	its	app	or	with	Siri.		Put
your	missing	iPhone	in	“lost	mode”	Let’s	say	you	never	got	around	to	securing	your	iPhone’s	various	lock	screen	features,	and	whoosh!—your	iPhone	vanishes	from	your	pocket.	If	you	act	quickly,	there’s	still	a	way	to	remotely	lock	down	your	iPhone.	Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	iOS’s	“Lost	Mode”	lets	you	completely	lock	down	the	lock	screen	on	your	missing
iPhone.	The	trick	is	engaging	Find	My	iPhone’s	Lost	Mode,	which	instantly	silences	all	notifications,	alarms,	and	rings	from	incoming	phone	calls.	Control	Center	will	also	be	disabled,	and	even	the	Camera	shortcut—which	can’t	be	turned	off	by	any	other	means—will	shut	down.	To	put	your	missing	iPhone	into	Lost	Mode,	visit	iCloud.com,	click	Find
My	iPhone,	select	your	iPhone,	then	click	the	Lost	Mode	button.	You	can	also	turn	on	Lost	Mode	using	the	Find	My	iPhone	app	on	another	of	your	iOS	devices.	Note	that	Lost	Mode	will	only	work	if	your	missing	iPhone	still	has	wireless	access.	If	the	thief	who	snatched	your	handset	puts	it	into	airplane	mode,	you’ll	be	out	of	luck.	Out	of	the	box,	the
Android	lock	screen	offers	very	little	in	the	way	of	efficiency.	With	the	help	of	a	free	third-party	app,	you	can	change	that.	Jack	Wallen	shows	you	how.	Out	of	the	box,	the	Android	lock	screen	doesn’t	offer	much,	other	than	to	prevent	prying	eyes	from	getting	to	your	data	and	allowing	you	quick	access	to	your	phone	or	camera.	What	if	you	want	more?
Simple.	You	turn	to	a	third-party	app	called	Start.	With	Start,	you	can	get	access	to	everything	you	care	about…	apps,	news,	settings,	and	much	more.	This	is	truly	a	fantastic	app	that	has	plenty	to	offer	nearly	every	type	of	user,	including:	Secure	unlock	Easy	navigation	Learns	how	you	use	your	device	(and	helps	you	get	what	you	want	faster)	Quick
access	to	social	networking	Organize	your	“starters”	how	you	like	them	Quick	settings	to	things	like	Wi-Fi,	Bluetooth,	and	more	Notifications	manager	On	top	of	all	the	features,	Start	also	happens	to	be	a	very	elegant	solution	to	the	lock	screen.	Let’s	get	this	installed	and	learn	how	to	use	it.	Installation	Installing	Start	is	quite	simple:	Open	the	Google
Play	Store	from	your	Android	device	Search	for	start	Locate	and	tap	the	entry	by	Celltick	Tap	Install	Read	the	permissions	listing	carefully	If	the	permissions	listing	is	acceptable,	tap	Accept	Allow	the	installation	to	complete	Now,	you’ll	need	to	take	care	of	a	few	configuration	options.	Initial	configuration	The	first	thing	you	need	to	do	is	actually
launch	Start.	By	default,	it	won’t	be	running.	So,	find	the	launcher	in	the	app	drawer	and	give	it	a	tap.	Start	will	launch	and	reveal	the	default	layout	(Figure	A).	Figure	A	Start	running	on	a	Verizon-branded	Droid	Turbo.	Next,	tap	and	swipe	left	from	the	menu	button	in	the	top	right	corner	(three	horizontal	lines).	From	there,	tap	Settings	and	scroll
down	until	you	see	Default	Launcher.	Click	it,	tap	the	slider	to	enable	Start	as	the	default	launcher,	and	then	set	Start	as	Home	when	prompted	(Figure	B).	Figure	B	Setting	Start	as	the	default.	Now,	choose	what	launcher	to	use	after	unlock	(Figure	C).	Figure	C	Setting	the	launcher	to	be	used	after	unlocking	the	device.	You’re	now	ready	to	start
using	the	new	lock	screen.	At	this	point,	you’re	ready	to	set	up	your	Starters.	To	do	this,	slide	the	screen	to	the	left	and	tap	Settings.	From	here,	tap	Setup	Starters.	Go	through	the	list	of	possible	Starters	(Figure	D)	and,	when	you	find	one	you	want	to	include	on	the	Start	screen,	tap	it	and	then	tap	the	enable	slider	to	add	it.	Figure	D	Adding	Starters
to	the	Start	screen.	To	view	a	Starter,	simply	tap	on	it	and	slide	it	to	the	right.	This	will	open	a	new	screen	that	contains	the	data	requested.	Start	is	an	outstanding	way	to	get	more	from	your	lock	screen.	If	you	think	that	Android	is	lacking	in	this	arena,	you’d	be	hard-pressed	to	find	a	better	solution.	What	would	you	add	to	the	default	Android	lock
screen?	Let	us	know	your	opinion	in	the	discussion	thread	below.
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